
219 Philadelphia Boulevard, Sea Girt, New Jersey,  08750      732-449-6173      www.urielsg.org

C H U R C H  O F  S T. U R I E L  T H E  A R C H A N G E L

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 

On that first Christmas, the angels praised God, saying, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men in 
whom he is well pleased.” (Lk. 2:14)  The shepherds came and 
adored the newborn Savior.  St. Luke wrote, “But Mary kept all 
these sayings, pondering them in her heart. ” (Lk. 2:19) 

Like Mary, we too need to pause and treasure the gift of 
the Incarnation of God in the Person of Jesus Christ who 
has entered into our world and has come into our hearts.  

The Incarnation of God means that Jesus is not just one of many wonderful philosophers and gurus, 
but that He is the true God who became true man.  As St. John reminds us, “The Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14)  Jesus came to perfectly reveal God’s truth and love to us, who died 
and rose for our salvation, and who founded the Church – a family – where His presence continues to 
be lived out in both Word and Sacrament.  Treasure and reflect on the gift of Jesus and the faith you 
share in Him as a baptized member of the Body of Christ to which you belong. 

That means we must not let Christmas be just a passing day.  At this Christmas time, we are Easter 
people.  Christmas and Easter are all of the same package.  It is God Incarnate who goes to the 
Cross and is raised by God the Father on that first Easter Day.  This is the truth behind Christmas.  It 
does not stop with a baby in a manager while Mary and Joseph lovingly stare at Him.  Live in the 
spirit of Christmas/Easter every day.  Reflect upon how to better treasure this gift each day by 
making prayer a critical part of your day, by continuing to read the Scriptures and by living out the 
Faith of the Church, as handed down by the apostles through the ages.  Each day strengthen your 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and the Mass.  Regularly make a self-examination of conscience 
and seek absolution through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  May such reflection of the gift of 
Christmas move all of us, by God’s grace, to an even more intimate relationship with our Lord.  May 
our souls be like the stable in Bethlehem where Christ first made His dwelling among us. 

Lastly as your Rector, I treasure the gift of you and the dedication, sacrifices, and hard work that  has 
made St. Uriel’s a beacon of Christ’s love.  In particular, I thank those who serve in the various ministries 
and organizations.  On behalf of Fr. Crothers, SSC, Father Deatrick, Father Wisner, Deacon Fred and all 
of the Staff at St. Uriel’s, I wish each of you a blessed and joyous Christmas and New Year!  Please be 
assured of my prayers for your intentions and a remembrance at Holy Mass.  May the peace, joy, and 
love of the Holy Family be present in your lives each day of the New Year. 

Yours in the Incarnate Lord,  

Fr. Russell A. Griffin, SSC 
Rector

December 25, 2019
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Christmas Flowers 
In order to have the names of loved ones included on the memorial list, please have flower memorials to     

St. Uriel’s by Thursday, December 19th.

First Sunday of Advent 
Sunday – December 1 [Advent Wreath Party] 

Advent Quiet Morning 
Saturday – December 7  

9:15am - 1:00pm 

Immaculate Conception 
Monday – December 9,  

9:30AM Mass [Lady Chapel] 

Confessions:  As scheduled or contact Fr. Griffin for appointment.

St. Stephen, Deacon and Martyr  St. John, Apostle and Evangelist  Holy Innocents 
Thursday – December 26  Friday – December 27    Saturday - December 28 
9:30AM  Mass    9:30AM  Mass     9:30AM  Mass 

The Holy Name of Jesus   The Feast of the Epiphany   Baptism of our Lord 
Wednesday - January 1, 2020  Monday - January 6, 2020   Sunday - Jan. 12, 2020 
9:30AM Mass    9:30AM Mass     8AM and 9:30AM Mass 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Monday, January 27, 2020  

6PM Mass and 7PM Meeting

CHRISTMAS LITURGIES 
Christmas Eve 

Tuesday - December 24 
5PM Mass  

Christmas Day 
Wednesday - December 25 

10AM Mass


