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DATES TO 
REMEMBER 
FOR THIS FALL 

Sunday Mass 
8:00am and 9:30am Mass 
Sunday School and Adult Forum 

Weekday Liturgies 
Monday,  
9:30am Mass  
Arbors Assisted Living,  
Spring Lake 

Wednesdays 
9:00am Holy Rosary 
9:30am Mass 

SPECIAL 
LITURGIES 

All Saint’s Day 
Sunday,November 1 
8 and 9:30am Mass 
Saturday night, when going to bed, turn 
your clocks BACK. 

All Souls Day 
Monday, November 2 
9:30am Mass 

Thanksgiving 
Thursday, November 26 
9:00am Mass 

OTHER        
PARISH EVENTS 

Saturday Night Vigil Mass 
5pm 2nd Saturday of  the Month 

Altar Guild 
10:30am 3rd Wednesday of  the 
month 

Brotherhood of  St. Andrew  
[2nd Monday of  the Month] 

Daughters of  the King 
11:00am Sunday after the 
Saturday night Vigil Mass 

Course on Revelation 
September 16 - December 2 
10:30am Wednesday 
7:00pm Wednesday 

Next Youth Group Meeting 
Sunday, November 1, 6pm

Thoughts from the Rector 
Revelation the Kingdom Yet to Come

During this season of  fall, we are studying Revelation:The Kingdom Yet to 
Come.  This  is a fascinating study depicting how the Kingdom, 
established by Christ in His Church, is intimately connected with the 
kingdom of  heaven.  If  you have ever asked anyone, “What do you know 
about the book of  Revelation?”, the reply typically given is a terrifying 
picture of  armageddon.  Another common response is confusion over 
how to interpret all the various “signs” and symbols portrayed in 
Revelation. 

Revelation is more than an apocalyptic vision of  the “end times”. 
Beginning in our the first class, we discovered that Revelation is not 
about the destruction of  the earth.  Why would God wipe out His 
creation that He Himself  said was “good”. Only man seeks to destroy 
his own creation.  Just consider what is happening inside the walls of  
Planned Parenthood.  (Just a reminder that God forgives and heals 
victims of  abortion, including the woman herself.) 

On the contrary, we are learning that the very word revelation, means to 
reveal.  It is a revelation of  God as our Divine Bridegroom and the 
Church as his spotless Bride.  The two are forever united in a heavenly, 
holy, and mystical marriage that we enter into every time we celebrate 
the Mass.   

Think of  a father who lifts the veil of  his daughter before the altar on 
her wedding day and then gives her a kiss.  She looks so radiant and full 
of  love, just waiting to be loved by her groom.  In Revelation, Jesus, the 
Bridegroom, lifts the veil of  His Bride, the Church.  
This is not the image most people imagine when thinking of  St. John’s 
vision in Revelation. 

When you go to Mass, you are receiving a glimpse into the heavenly 
throne room where we “dine” with the angels, archangels and all the 
company of  heaven.

“And from Jesus Christ, who 
is the faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the dead, and 
the ruler of  the kings of  the 
earth. To him who loves us 
and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood.” 
Revelation. 1:5
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General Jim Young
Inducted into the Aviation Hall 
of  Fame of  New Jersey 
Fr. Russell A. Griffin, SSC 

General Jim Young,a long time 
parishioner of  St. Uriel’s, was recently 
inducted into the Aviation Hall of  Fame 
of  New Jersey.  Humility is one of  the 
characteristics that so many of  out combat 
vets, including General Young, embody.  A 
parishioner in my last parish was on the 
USS Juneau, a light destroyer that was 
sunk by the Japanese at the Battle of  
Guadalcanal.  This destroyer was famous 
for having the five Sullivan Brothers as 
members of  her crew.  Many of  the crew 
were subsequently killed by sharks.  Two 
other parishioners were also war heroes.  
One was captured by the Germans during 
the Battle of  the Bulge.  The other was an 
army Ranger who climbed Pointe du Hoc 
at the landing on D Day.  Our most valiant 
heroes are often the most humble 
concerning their time in combat.  Only 
when asked about their medal hanging on 
a hallway wall would they begin to tell me 
of  their story. 

When I first came to St. Uriel’s and met 
Jim Young, I was immediately struck by his 
gentle demeanor and modest ways.  When 
Jim’s wife, Margaret, became very ill, I 
made a visitation and brought her the 
Sacrament.  While visiting, I began to 
notice several pictures of  airplanes, 
including many of  old World War II 
vintage.  After noticing the pictures, I 
began to ask Jim about his time in the 
military.  I soon realized I was in the 
presence of  an exceptional war hero. 

Carolyn, Jim’s daughter, recently stopped 
by the parish office to inform me of  her 
father’s induction into the Aviation Hall of  
Fame of  New Jersey.  Over the years other 
inductees have included Edwin (Buzz) 
Aldrin, Jr., Walter, (Wally) Schirra, Russell 
L. Scheickart, Richard Byrd, and Admiral 

William Halsey.  I would say that General 
Young is in good company. 

Raised in Passaic and Nutley; Jim  joined 
the U.S. Army Air Force in January 1942, 
about a month after the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor.  Upon earning his wings 
he was initially assigned to flying B-24s 
and B-25s on 43 anti-submarine patrols 
off  the East Coast.  In January 1944 Jim 
was re-assigned to Italy where he flew both 
B-24s and B-17s on combat missions that 
included four raids on the Ploesti Oil 
Fields.  In June of  that year he was 
transferred to England where he went on 
to complete 34 more missions on B-17s, 
some of  which involved supporting the D-
Day invasion.  During this time he was 
awarded both the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and the Air Medal with four oak 
leaf  clusters. 

Upon release from active service at war’s 
end Jim joined the NJ Air National Guard.  
He was recalled to active duty during both 
the Korean War and the Berlin Crisis in 
1961-62.  After returning to New Jersey he 
was promoted, in 1967, to Commander of  
the ANG 170th Military Airlift Group at 
McGuire AFB.  He remained its 
Commander in 1977 when it became the 
170th Air Refueling Group after 
transitioning from transport aircraft to 
KC-135 Jet Strato-Tankers.   

In 1979 Jim was promoted to Brigadier 
General and became Assistant Adjutant 
General for Air, NJ Department of  
Defense.  He retired from this position in 
1980 after 39 years of  service and 11,000 
flying hours on 15 aircraft types. 

During Young’s Air Force and Air 
National Guard career he was awarded a 
total of  18 medals and commendations. 

God bless all of  our veterans! 

World War II 
Combat pilot 
and 
Commander of  
the 170th 
Military Airlift 
Group - 
McGuire AFB

Katherine Knipple. USN 
Katherine has finished her 8 weeks of  
bootcamp and graduated on September 
25th.  The first two weeks were very hard but 
once she got into the routine, things got 
easier.  She loved doing the gas chamber and 
would do it again.  She shared a lot of  fun 
stories and in her words “Actually, I had a 
really good time”.  She is now in A School 

for three weeks and will finish October 18th.  
She will be coming home for 5 days and then 
will be off  to Norfolk, VA.  As of  right now, 
she has been assigned to the USS George 
Washington which had a homeport in Japan.  
This aircraft carrier is now going into dry-
dock in Norfolk, VA where it will begin a 
midlife overhaul and nuclear refueling that 
will take at least three years.  She looks 
forward to her new assignment.
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New Jersey                      
Clean Energy Program 
With rising energy costs, St. Uriel’s can no 
longer go on as, “business as usual.”  As we are 
all aware, the buildings are very old.  At the 
time they were built, energy was relatively 
inexpensive.  Most of  the buildings were not 
constructed with energy efficiency in mind.  
Consider some of  the church entrances.  Day 
light can be seen coming through several of  the 
doors and the cold air of  winter can be felt 
rushing through them.  This obviously means a 
loss in both heating and air conditioning, 
leading to higher energy bills. 
  
This fall, both bathrooms leading into Hulbert 
Hall were completely renovated.  It was not a 
surprise to discover several of  the outside walls 
were not insulated.  When St. Uriel’s was 
founded in 1903, the parish was a small shore 
parish.  Energy conservation was not a priority.  

So, with rising energy costs, we, as a parish, 
need to take a serious look at becoming more 
energy conservative.  This is exactly what the 
vestry is now doing. 

At the September meeting, the vestry voted to 
enter into the New Jersey Clean Energy 
Program.  Schools and churches are permitted 
to participate in this program. 

New Jersey's Clean Energy Program reduces 
the need to generate electricity and burn 
natural gas.  We will receive substantial 
environmental and public health benefits from 

this program that will lower our energy bills, 
while at the same time benefit the economy. 

New Jersey's Clean Energy Program is 
recognized as a national model for programs 
that spur market development and the adoption 
of  clean, renewable energy technologies, 
managing programs to encourage energy 
efficiency, and assistance for low-income 
consumers 

A representative of  the State of  New Jersey 
recently made an assessment of  all the furnaces 
and air conditioning units at St Uriel’s.  This 
inspection also included the the lighting 
throughout the Church plant.  Having received 
approval from the State of  New Jersey, all of  
our furnaces with A/C attached to them will be 
upgraded.  The lighting throughout the Church 
grounds will be changed over to LED lights. 

What will all of  this cost us?  The State of  New 
Jersey has approved to absorb 70% of  the cost 
of  the project.  The cost to St. Uriel’s will be 
$22,000.  We will pay, $11,000 up front and, at 
the completion of  the upgrades, we will pay the 
final $11,000.  When faced with the high cost 
of  energy, and with the State paying 70%, it 
would be irresponsible for us not to take 
advantage of  this program.  If  we were to do 
this without the benefit of  this program our 
initial cost would have been $74,000.  

The doors where the cold winter air blows 
through are in the process of  being replaced. 
(See photo below) 
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The Scriptures 
tell us that, 
Mary is full of  grace, and was 
chosen of  God. "Be it unto me 
according to thy Word," was 
Mary's joyous response to 
God's plan of  redemption. 
Her obedience initiated the 
process of  our salvation. In 
her, "the Word became flesh." 
She has a unique and special 
relationship with Jesus, and 
was close to him during his 
ministry. The first miracle was 
performed at her instigation at 
a wedding in Cana. On the 
Cross, Jesus placed her in the 
care of  His disciple John, 
"behold, your mother," and 
thus to all mankind.  And on 
the day of  Pentecost, the Holy 
Spirit descended upon her and 
the apostles.  She is indeed 
"Mother of  the Church." Her 
word to us is, "Whatsoever He 
saith unto you, do it!"  

Marian Feast Days 

1 January,  
Solemnity of  Mary 

2 February,  
Purification of  St. Mary the 
Virgin	 

25 March,  
Annunciation to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary	  

31 May,  
Visitation of  the Blessed 
Virgin Mary	  

15 August,  
Assumption of  the Blessed 
Virgin Mary	  

8 September,  
Nativity of  the Blessed Virgin 
Mary	  

8 December,  
Immaculate Conception of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary

The Society of  Mary 
“Hail Mary full of  Grace, blessed are you among women…”

Fr. Russell A. Griffin, SSC 

In May, St. Uriel’s hosted the national Mass and 
Meeting of  the Society of  Mary.  The Society of  
Mary is one of  several Catholic devotional 
societies within the Anglican tradition, honoring 
Her whom God has honored, the Virgin 
Mother of  His incarnate Son, Jesus.  She thus 
bears witness to His holy incarnation.  This 
witness to and emphasis on the dogma of  the 
Incarnation is expressed in devotional and 
liturgical practices.  As such, these practices are 
designed to enrich and enhance the discipleship 
and spiritual lives of  our members, and the 
worship and mission of  the Church.  

The place and role of  the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in the life of  the Church and the economy of  
salvation is demonstrated in the liturgy and 
liturgical arts of  the Church, in chapels and 
shrines dedicated to Her, in stained glass and 
icons, and in hymnody and church music.  

Many of  our members share the Rule of  life 
and their devotion to our Lady, in Wards and 
cells, which develop ways to promote Her honor, 
teach the faith, and celebrate Her glory. And 
with other devotional societies, we uphold and 
promote the fullness of  Catholic Faith, Order, 
and Morals, hopefully with apostolic zeal and 
ecumenical witness.  

The celebrant of  the Mass was Fr. John 
Alexander, SSC, Rector of  St. Stephen’s Parish 
in Providence RI.  The guest Homilist was Fr. 
Connor Haynes, SSC and Rector of  St. Mary’s, 
Burlington, NJ. 

The day began with the praying of  the Rosary 
with over 80 participants.  Following the Rosary, 
we began the Solemn High Mass.  At the 
conclusion of  Mass, luncheon was served in 
Hulbert Hall, followed by a general meeting.  
We had participants travel from as far as 
Denver, CO.  The response form our visitors 
was magnificent.  Fr. Alexander said that he 
would put the beauty of  St. Uriel’s up against 
many of  the beautiful, old churches he has 
visited in England.  Also, a special tribute to the 
ladies of  the parish, who coordinated the 
smooth running of  the meeting. 

Soon we will be organizing a Society of  Mary  
“cell” or “ward” here at St. Uriel’s.  Five or 
more members may form a Cell and organize 
joint prayer and fellowship.  Where there are 
sufficient members (10-12) in one place or area 
they combine to form a Ward with a priest 
approved by Council as Superior and an elected 
Secretary.  They can then organize regular 
liturgies, meetings and other activities. 

General Mass and Meeting 
of  the National Society of  
Mary was hosted by St. 
Uriel’s.  Fr. John Alexander, 
SSC Superior, (celebrant) and 
Fr. Connor Haynes, SSC was 
the homilist 

Fr. John Alexander, SSC 
Superior Society of  Mary, Fr. 
Russ, SSC, and Deacon Fred.  

Marjory Hopper, Karen 
Cavagnaro, Ginger Braender
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DAUGHTERS OF 
THE KING 
Fr. Russell A. Griffin, SSC, 
St. Uriel’s celebrated the Solemnity of  the 
Exaltation of  the Holy Cross. at the Mass on 
September the 13.   We did this for several 
reasons.  First, the actual day on the liturgical 
calendar for the Exaltation of  the Holy Cross  
is September 14th.  Since this feast is a 
celebration of  our Lord, it is permissible to 
transfer it to the nearest Sunday..  Second, 
both Fr. John-Michael and I are member of  
the Society of  the Holy Cross (SSC).  Every 
priest who is a member of  the Society is 
expected to either say Mass on that day, or go 
to Mass. 

The third reason involved the induction of  
the Order of  the Daughters of  the King on 
this feast day.  The Solemnity of  the Holy 
Cross is of  special importance to the Order. 
This is reflected by the hymn of  the Order, 
“Lift High the Cross”, which was our Introit 
Hymn on that day.  On that special feast day, 
September 13th, we instituted the St. Uriel’s 
Chapter of  the Daughters of  the King, the 
patronal saint being, St. Lydia. (See article below 
regarding St. Lydia).  

The Order of  the Daughters of  the King® is 
an order for women who are communicants 
of  the Episcopal Church, churches in 
communion with it, or churches in the 
historic episcopate but not in communion 
with it.  Our membership currently includes 
women in the Anglican, Lutheran and 
Roman Catholic churches.  

Every Daughter is to: 
• Recognizes Episcopal oversight.  

• Believes that Holy Scripture contains all 
things necessary for salvation. 

• Acknowledges the gift of  the Holy Spirit 
in Baptism, the real presence of  our Lord 
in the Holy Eucharist, and worship 
according to The Book of  Common 
Prayer 

Reaffirming the promises made at Baptism 
and Confirmation, a Daughter pledges 
herself  to a life-long program of  prayer, 
service and evangelism.  She receives support 
in this commitment from a worldwide 
community of  like-minded women.  

In solidarity with one another, all Daughters 
everywhere make the same promises upon 
their admission to the Order: 
To obey the two Rules of  The Order: the 
Rule of  Prayer and the Rule of  Service. 
To offer at all times loyal aid to our clergy 
and parish to spread Christ’s kingdom. 
To wear faithfully the cross of  The Order.  
(You will be able to recognize a member of  
the DOK in the parish by the distinctive cross 
she wears).  And, to work for the purposes of  
The Order as God may give us the 
opportunity. 

This women in the parish admitted into the 
Order are: Jean Deatrick, Carolyn Rizzo, 
Pamela Gallamore, Kathy Troppoli, Susan 
Morasch, Nancy St. James, Laura Ransom, 
Brittany Bonner, Emily Conover, Edith Bean, 
Cynthia Griffin, and Andi Brindley.  Barbara 
Burkard is a DOK through her winter parish 
in Florida.  If  you are interested in joining the 
DOK, contact the Rector. 

St. Lydia 
 St. Lydia Purpuraria, was the first Christian 
convert in Europe, a businesswoman who 
dealt in luxury goods. 

Saint Lydia was born during the first century 
in Thyatira, a town in Asia Minor, famous for 
its dye works, (hence, her name which means 
purple seller).  She was a seller of  purple dye 
and was St. Paul's first convert at Philippi.  
Clergy lovingly like to refer to her as the 
manager of  the first ecclesiastical 
haberdashery shop.  She was baptized with 
her household.  Thereafter, Paul made his 
home with her while in Philippi. 

Lydia was a woman of  hospitality, a woman 
of  faith.  As a successful businesswoman she 
most likely had a home spacious enough to 

welcome guests and to 
use her home as a 
Christian center, where 
others would gather for 
the Holy Mass and 
prayer.  After Paul and 
Silas were released 
from prison, they went 
immediately to Lydia’s 
house to see and 

encourage the believers gathered there. Lydia 
served the Lord through her gift of  hospitality 
by welcoming others into her home. 

Scripture Reading: On the sabbath we 
went outside the city gate along the river 
where we thought there would be a place of  
prayer. We sat and spoke with the women 
who had gathered there. One of  them, a 
woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple 
cloth, from the city of  Thyatira, a worshiper 
of  God, listened, and the Lord opened her 
heart to pay attention to what Paul was 
saying. After she and her household had been 
baptized, she offered us an invitation, "If  you 
consider me a believer in the Lord, come and 
stay at my home," and she prevailed on us.  
~Acts 16:13-15
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OUTREACH  
This fall we have been very busy with out reach.  Two of  our 
out reach projects were to Women and the their unborn 
children.  First we participated the Baby Bottle out reach.  
Second many of  our parishioners sponsored t 
The Walk for Life.  I want to express my deepest 
appreciation for those who supported me in this Walk.  With 
your help, we raised over $1,200! 

In November, for our third outreach, the Brotherhood of  St. 
Andrew, will be participating in the holes ministry of  Family 
Promise.  While many of  you cannot work a Family Promise 
session, many of  you have asked how they can help.  
Recently, after the Sunday Masses, food bags were 
distributed to parishioners who want to be involved with 
Family Promise.  Those individuals and families took the 
empty food bags and filled them with the food list requested 
on each bag.  Today, more than half  of  those bags have been 
returned!   
St. Uriel’s is a county designated drop off  site for winter 
clothing and soon the Brotherhood of  St. Andrew will be 
sponsoring their annual winter coat drive.  Also, a number of  
our men provide a full dinner for families at Ronald 
MacDonald House at Monmouth Medical Center.  Several 
of  our men also participate in the feeding of  the homeless in 
Asbury Park.

Family Promise 
November 9th 
The mission of  Family Promise is 
to help homeless and low-income 
families achieve sustainable 
independence. 

Family Promise recognizes that 
poverty is a multifaceted problem 
that requires a multifaceted 
response.  Our endeavor is to 
respond by integrating 
educational outreach, smart 
programming, effective policies, 
and the hands-on work of  
thousands of  volunteers.  Family 
Promise also provides food, 
shelter, and support services for 
homeless families. This ministry 
also provides advice and 
advocacy for at-risk families to 
prevent their becoming homeless. 
Also, Family Promise educates 
people about poverty and the 
means to combat it. 

Today, Family Promise mobilize 
more than 160,000 volunteers 
from coast to coast in 
commitment to building 
communities, strengthening lives.  
Out of  those 160,000 volunteers, 
St. Uriels’ provides four teams of  
volunteers.  Team 1 and 2 are 
comprised of  individual 
parishioners.  Teams 3 and 4 are 
comprised of  members of  the 
Brotherhood of  St, Andrew and 
the Daughters of  the King. 

The families stay for a week at 
the First Baptist Church in 
Manasquan.  Several of  the local 
parishes in the Manasquan 
Ministerium take a night working 
with the various families.  Teams 
1 and 2 have already worked a 
session.  On Monday, November 
4th, the Brotherhood of  St. 
Andrew team will be utilized.  
Nancy St. James, DOK, is our 
parish coordinator.

Solutions 
Pregnancy Center 
We are all aware of  the horror 
stories which have surfaced from 
the inner workings of  Planned 
Parenthood.  Babies taken from 
their mothers’ womb  and using 
the child’s organs used for 
medical research.  In one Planned 
Parenthood clinic, the place 
where the baby organs are storied 
is referred to as the, “Nursery”.  
As you have heard me say many 
times before, the women are also 
victims in this infanticide. We 
must be a voice of  healing and 
restoration while at the same time 
speaking up.  This is a stain upon 
the very moral fiber of  our 
nation.   

Many of  us wonder, what we can 
do to defeat such travesty?  
Proverbs 31:8 says, “Speak for those 
who cannot speak; seek justice for all 
those on the verge of  destruction..  This 
fall many of  our parishioners 
have participated in several 
outreach projects. .First and 
foremost, at every Mass, we pray 
for all expectant mothers and 
their unborn in the womb.   
In early September, following the 
Sunday Masses, we handed out 
baby bottles that were to be filled 
with loose change and returned at 
the Bishop’s visitation.  Most of  
those bottles have now been 
returned.  On September 20th, 
your Rector participated in a 
Walk for Life.and the money 
raised was given to Solutions 
Pregnancy Center.  Thanks to 
so may of  our parishioners and 
family members, who able to 
sponsor the walk. We were able to 
raise over $1,200.  This amount 
does not include the funds raised 
through the baby bottles. 
Solutions (solutionsphc.com) 
Pregnancy and Health Center is a 
not for profit organization.  All of  
of  their services are free and 
confidential. Facing an unplanned 
pregnancy is difficult.  Solutions 
offers pregnancy tests and 
medical confirmations, options 
counseling, a 24 hour help line, 
abortion recovery support, 
information on STDs and 
reproductive health, referrals for 
medial care, adoption plans, 
maternity housing, and mentoring 
programs, all in a warm, caring 
environment.

http://solutionsphc.com/
http://solutionsphc.com
http://solutionsphc.com/
http://solutionsphc.com


Vacation Bible School, 
“Hometown Nazareth”  

Parish trip to the Blueclaws 
Baseball game sponsored by 
the Brotherhood of  St. 
Andrew  

Annual summer parish picnic 
in July following the late 
Mass. 

!7

Youth Ministry 
In June, our Youth and Family 
Minister, Becky Stinson,moved to 
Minnesota.  Over the years, we 
have been very blessed with our 
youth ministers.  In both cases 
Stacey Forbes, our first Youth 
Minister, and Becky both came 
to us with very little wait time  In 
addition, the average  youth 
ministers duration in a parish is 2 
and an half  years.  Both of  our 
youth ministers stayed with us a 
combined 10 years! 

At present, we do not have a 
Youth and Family Minister.  I 
have had a few “nibbles”, but 
nothing concrete.  It is important 
for our youth ministry to 
continue in order to help our 
young people to grow in the faith 
of  our Lord Jesus.  

As it stands now, we will not be 
able to have the youth meetings 
once a week as in past years.  
Until a youth pastor is hired, we 
will be meeting once a month, on 
the 1st SUNDAY of  the 
month.  Each meeting will 
begin at 6pm. We will provide 
snacks and drinks for the youth. 
However,  we will not be serving 
dinner as we were able to do in 
the the past 10 years.  There will 
be some months where we will be 
involved with some special 
projects.  When those times 
appear, the Youth Group 
meeting may then meet on a 
different day.  All the member 
and parents will be alerted when 
those days will be. 

Youth Group will meet with Fr. 
Russ.  Any parent that wishes to 
assist will be more than welcome. 

Our Youth Ministry will only be 
as viable as the parents and teens 
of  our parish deem it to be.  If  
we are to continue with Youth 
Ministry, that we will need the 
involvement of  both teams and 
parents. 

Fr. Russell A. Griffin, SSC

Summer Fun 
Pre-school, Picnic, Blueclaws, VBS - What a Summer!
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While the summertime does call for a certain 
amount of  relaxing and slowing down, there 
were a number of  events and activities which 
the parish was able to enjoy.  In June, we 
celebrated the graduation of  8 of  our children 
from our pre-school and the moving on to 
“higher education”.   

The parish picnic has become very popular as 
shown  by the picture below.  Sponsored by the 
Brotherhood of  St. Andrew, the picnic follows 
the two Sunday Masses and takes place in the 
Church Courtyard.  The Brotherhood 
traditionally provides the meats and 
“beverages”, while parishioners bring the 
desserts and side dishes.  Happily, most people 
following the last Mass remain for the picnic.  In 
addition, most of  those who attend the 8am 
Mass return for the cookout.  

In August, the Brotherhood of  St. Andrew 
again sponsored our annual visit to Energy Park, 
to watch a Blueclaws game. The Brotherhood 
sold 50 tickets for the game.  Happily our 
Blueclaws won their game against the Delmarva 
Songbirds 6-1. 

Vacation Bible School was a huge success!  
It usually is a success; but this year things were 
different.  With Becky, our Youth and Family 
Ministry leader, moving to Minnesota, we had 
to scramble fast to keep “VBS” going.  I asked 
Karen Cavagnaro to spear head VBS this year.  

That she did!  What was especially gratifying 
was how many parishioners, parish staff, and 
teenagers came through in making VBS such a 
huge success.  Parishioners who had never 
worked VBS before come forward to serve in 
what ever capacity they were able.  

The Theme was, Hometown Nazareth, Where Jesus 
was a Kid.  Our young people heard stories 
about Jesus’ childhood from the best source of  
all…His mom, Mary.  Most of  us know what it’s 
like to hear stories from one’s childhood.  Just 
imagine the kinds of  stories Mary was able to 
tell.  We took our kids back to Hometown 
Nazareth, where they learned to stand up for 
their faith among people who doubt that the 
carpenter’s Son is really God’s Son.  VBS was a 
special success, because so many people offered 
to serve.  We had nearly 70 young people in 
attendance.   

Gratitude and thanks to Karen and her 
volunteers for giving of  themselves to touch the 
hearts of  children with the knowledge and love 
of  Jesus. 

Various events are vital to the well being of  any 
parish.  If  we are going to call ourselves a parish 
family, then apart for the altar, we need to share 
a meal and just enjoy being with each other. 
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Reredos Archangel 
Paintings to redone
Fr. Russell A. Griffin, SSC 

In 1947, “Fr. Miller shared sketches of  the 
archangels, Gabriel, Michael, Raphael, and 
Uriel. to be executed on four individual 
panels by the J & R Lamb Studios.  At the 
tine, they were offered as memorials at $400 
each toward the overall cost of  
$2,000.”  (Regent of  the Sun, pg. 80).   

Over the years, due to the constant 
movement of  the panels, sunlight, cold and 
heat, the beautiful panels have fallen into 
disrepair.  The outer panels have paint 
literally chipping off.  Now, through the 
generous donation of  three families, these 
paintings will be completely redone at the 
cost of  $20,000. 

The vestry has now commissioned Mr. 
Trevor Thomas, a young artist, to redo the 
panels.  Trevor is a painter, draftsman, and 
sculptor from Colorado Springs, CO.  He is a 
graduate of  Colorado College (2010, magna 
cum laude) with a B.A. in Fine Art and was 
shortly thereafter the apprentice and 
principle assistant to Eric J. Bransby on a 
mural commission for the Colorado Springs 
Fine Arts Center.  Outside of  Colorado 
Springs, Trevor’s exhibition record includes 
venues in Denver, Gothenburg (Sweden), 
Bergsön (Sweden), and Florence (Italy). 

From late 2010-2012, Trevor has worked 
alongside Bransby on the Fine Arts Center 
Mural.  Under Eric’s tutelage, Trevor  
developed strong skills in fresco painting

practices, anatomical figure drawing, and 
traditional figurative oil painting.  During 
this project, Trevor has established a 
profound understanding of  the figure and 
wall painting. The FAC mural was unveiled 
on April 20, 2012. The following March, 
Trevor unveiled a mural of  his own for the 
Colorado College Dance Department in 
Frederick H. Cossitt Memorial Hall. 

At his core, Trevor has a strong devotion to 
figurative drawing and painting.  While at 
Colorado College, he involved himself  in 
several study abroad programs, including a 
three month figure drawing intensive at the 
Charles Cecil Studios in Florence, Italy. 
Trevor recently earned his MFA from the 
Pennsylvania Academy of  the Fine Arts. 

The panels were removed the day after the 
Bishop’s Visitation.  Even though the 
panels are not Michelangelo or Rembrandt 
painting, these panels are dear to the 
hearts of  many generations of  St. Uriel 
parishioners.  By the time Mr. Thomas 
completes his work, the panels will be exact 
replicas of  the original paintings.  It needs 
to kept in mind that paints and the panels 
these days are of  a higher quality than they 
were back in 1947.  Mr. Thomas has made 
several visits to St. Uriel’s where he has 
taken paint samples and run tests to insure 
making a close as possible match to the 
paints that were originally produced by 
Lamb Studios. 

The mighty archangel Uriel is one of  the four 
main archangels within traditional Judaeo-
Christian scripture.  The angel's name in 
Hebrew can be translated to mean “The 
Light Of  God”, or “My Light Is God”.   

Within the ancient literature known as the 
apocryphal 4 Esdras, Saint Ambrose, the 
bishop of  Milan, addresses the archangel 
Uriel with the traditional "U", while in other 
ancient and now non-canonical scripture, the 
angel is addressed as Ariel.  So with that point 
in mind, be aware that you might come across 
the angel Uriel's name spelled as Ariel.  

With regard to the archangel’s heavenly or 
spiritual role, Uriel is primarily the angel who 
guides the deceased during the Last 
Judgment.  Another role or heavenly duty 
that the archangel is thought to be responsible 
for, is being the watcher of  the South.   

St. Uriel is regarded as an angel with very 
deep ties to the Earth and humanity, whereas 
some of  the other archangels primarily fulfill 
duties in heaven.  Be careful, when 
researching in the non-canonical books. 
There are attributes or stories attributed to 
the archangel Uriel that are not factually 
correct, or are heavily flawed. 

St. Uriel often appears in early Byzantine and 
Roman Catholic era art, usually together with 
the archangels Michael, Gabriel and 
Raphael.   The frequent representation of  
Uriel in Christian art until the early Middle 
Ages  is along with  Michael, Gabriel and 
Raphael, all of  which were considered to be 
of  the Seraphim class of  angels.  

In many of  the works of  art, one observes 
these four archangels surrounding the throne 
of  God, usually with God in the center.  In 
the case of  our four panels. you will notice 
that the Blessed Sacrament and the Crucifix 
stand between the four archangel panels. 

ST. URIEL THE ARCHANGEL


