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Fall Issue: 2014

Weekly Liturgies and Events
Sundays:
Masses 8am and 9:30am
11am Adult Forum
Contemporary Mass

[2nd Saturday of the month]

Mondays:
9:30am Mass [Arbors Assisted Living]
6pm Youth Group

Wednesdays:
9:00am Holy Rosary
9:30am Mass
10:30am and 7pm Study Course: Acts
10:30am Altar Guild

[3rd Wednesday of the Month]

Thursdays:
Brotherhood of St. Andrew

[2nd Thursday of the Month]

Special Liturgies and Events
Sunday, Oct. 5 5pm:

Blessing of the Animals

Saturday, Nov. 1, 9:30am Mass
All Saints Day

Monday, Nov. 3, 9:30am Mass
Commemoration of All Souls

Wednesday, Nov. 26, 8pm
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Liturgy

[Site, TBA]

Thursday, Nov. 27 9:00am Mass
Thanksgiving Day Mass

Thoughts from the Rector

CHURCH OF
ST. URIEL THE
ARCHANGEL

Fr. Russell A. Griffin, SSC - Rector

The summer of 2014 has proven to be
an incredibly busy summer. Please
read the various articles in this edition
of the fall newsletter, Regent of the
Sun. In addition to the usual summer
activities such as our Youth Group's
mission trip, Vacation Bible School,
and parish picnic; we also saw a
number of staff changes. Please be
sure to read the articles in this
newsletter regarding those changes.

Also, in this newsletter are various
articles reporting on the many parish
events which took place over the
summer months. You will also find
articles relating to upcoming events
which will be taking place later this
fall.

Keeping people in touch with what is

happening in the life of the parish is essential
to any parish community. There are many
ways in which we seek to keep our
parishioners informed.

First, is the basic newsletter which we send
out, about 5 times a year, based according to
the liturgical calendar. This is most helpful for
those individuals and families who do not have
access to computers or e-mail.

A second form of communication is the weekly
parish updates sent out via e-mail. We reach
over 400 people with these parish updates
including parishioners, Friends of St. Uriel's,
subscribers, and fellow clergy who are
interested in the events taking place at St.
Uriel's.

Finally, there is the parish web-site itself,
http://www.urielsg.org/. We constantly
endeavor to keep the website fresh and
updated with new articles, schedule of events,
and pictures. Contained in the web-site are
videos on the spiritual life, which many
parishioners have found most helpful.

While certainly not perfect, we do try our best
to keep everyone up to date on all the events
taking place here at St. Uriel's.



The Easter Story

The first witnesses to the
resurrection of Christ, maintained
that the same Jesus who had
been brutally and unmistakably
put to death and buried was,
through the power of God, alive
again. He was not in some
mystical manner merely “with
God,” nor had His soul escaped
from His body; nor had He risen in
a purely symbolic or metaphorical
sense. This Jesus whom they
knew, was alive again. What was
expected for all the righteous dead
at the end of time had happened,
in time, to this one particular Man,
to this Jesus. It was the very
novelty of this event that gave
such energy to the first Christian
proclamation. The Apostles were
proclaiming to the whole world that
something so new and astounding
had happened that nothing would
ever again be the same.
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Dr. James Thompson, DDS

Peter Barnett: New
Parish Treasurer
Fr. Griffin, SSC

With the retiring of Dr. Thompson
as our Treasurer, I have appointed
Peter Barnett as the next Treasurer
of St. Uriel's. Peter has been a
long time member of St. Uriel's and
is well versed the our Anglo-
Catholic tradition.

Peter is married to Karen, the
daughter of Edward and Elyse
Eckler, and is employed at Jersey

Shore Medical Center where he is a
laboratory technician in the nuclear
medicine department.

I look forward to working with Peter
in his new capacity as Treasurer.
He knows the parish, it's traditions,
and has served on numerous
parish ministries, including serving
on the Vestry.

Most of us in the parish cannot
remember a time when Dr. James
Thompson, "Doc." has not been the
treasurer of St. Uriel's. For over 40
years, Dr. Thompson has
meticulously and faithfully served in
this capacity. Dr. Thompson's great
life accomplishments include,
serving as a naval officer and as a
doctor of dental surgery. However,
he is most proud of honoring God by
serving as Treasurer of St. Uriel's.
Married to his wife Diane, 'Doc"
attended The University of Delaware
from 1953-1955. Following his time

at the University of Delaware, Dr.
Thompson was accepted into the
School of Dentistry at Temple
University [1955-1954].
"Doc" brought a wealth of expertise to
the office of Treasurer. He has a
tremendous understanding of finances
and investment. Under the leadership
of Canon Hulbert, one time Rector of
St. Uriel's, Dr. Thompson was
instrumental in establishing and
growing the Foundation.
The Foundation is now managed by
Mr. Timothy Piacentini, Senior Vice
President at Pinnacle Associates, who
serves as our financial consultant.
Coupled with the fine work of Adrienne
Decker, our Parish Administrator, the
parish is in fine financial condition.
Under the supervision of our financial
staff, the Church books are audited
yearly by an outside independent
accounting company.
At the recent September vestry
meeting, the vestry unanimously voted
Dr. Thompson as "Treasurer
Emeritus".
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Attention Men and Boys: Brotherhood of St. Andrew
All invited: 2nd Thursday of the Month 6pm Dinner - 7pm Meeting

The Brotherhood is dedicated to continuing the work of Christ in helping and caring
for those in need. The Brotherhood helps to coordinate the many outreach
ministries within the parish. These ministries reach out to the parish community as
well as those in the local community, national and international community.

The brethren strive to bring parishioners to an awareness and knowledge of the
various needs confronting us and others, so that we, as individuals and as a parish
community, might be able to help address those in need.

A new ministry the Brotherhood has taken on has been to bring meals to the
Ronald MacDonald House at the Monmouth Medical Center in Long Branch.

Desa Dalia Moves on to New
Adventures

Desa's leaving us as parish secretary is bittersweet. She has
served the Parish and the Rectory in an outstanding manner.
She certainly will be missed.

Desa is now moving on to a new adventure in her life. She
has opened a new store called the Broad Street Dough Co. in
Ocean Township, NJ. This new venture is something that
Desa has dreamed of undertaking for many years.

Over the summer months, Desa took a leave of absence to
open and manage her new store. The good news is that she
had long lines waiting for her homemade doughnuts and
specialty coffees. The bad news is, because her new venture
has proven at this point to be so successful, we are going to
lose her has our secretary.

Caron Keane: New Secretary
I have hired Caron Keane as our new parish secretary.
Caron comes highly recommended by both Adrienne and
Desa who have worked with her at St. Peter's School.

Caron is married to her husband Bruce who is a Senior IT
administrator. Caron and Bruce have 4 children. Michael,
the oldest, is getting his degree from Kean College in
History and Psychology. Kirsten lives and works in
Manhattan. Alex, Caron's third child, is presently serving
in the Navy and is stationed in Spain. Griffin, Caron's
youngest child is presently a freshman at St. Rose.

Over the sumer months, Caron substituted in the office for
Desa. Hearing that Desa would not be coming back in the
fall, I offered Caron the position. She comes highly
qualified for the position. She has worked as a
paraprofessional with the Point Pleasant School District
and as an Administrative Assistant at. St. Peter's Roman
Catholic Church.

Caron will be working from 8am - 3pm Mondays,
Thursdays, and Fridays. Please make Caron feel
welcome as she begins her new responsibilities.

Pictured: Dave Kiely and Fred Hand delivering
meals to Ronald MacDonald House.



Vacation Bible School - 2014

Acts, the Spread of
God's Kingdom
Date: October 1, 2014
Wednesday: 10:30am & 7pm
Duration: 20 Weeks
Cost: $40
Register: 732-449-6173 or

email:
adecker6@optonline.net

Acts: The Spread of the Kingdom,
builds on The Bible Timeline and
shows how Christ's Kingdom on earth
is empowered to carry out his work in
the world. The book of Acts shows the
Church, enlivened by the Holy Spirit,
teaching, preaching, healing, and
restoring outcasts in the same way that
Jesus did on earth.

The Acts of the Apostles provides an
historic framework for understanding
the rest of the New Testament. Paul’s
letters in particular come alive in a new

Continued on page 5: See Acts

Becky Stinson

This year we had a very successful
VBS. It is always so much fun to see
the church full of 47 kids learning about
God and being excited to come back
each day. This year’s theme was
Workshop of Wonders and our Bible
Verse came from Psalm 77:14a “You
are the God who works wonders.” At
Workshop of Wonders we discovered
how the ordinary becomes
extraordinary with God. We learned to
use our imagination and creativity to
build our faith. Throughout the week
we heard stories about how God uses
ordinary people in extraordinary ways.
Each day had a theme and it helped
the children remember the stories. Our

five themes were: imagine with God,
build with God, grow with God, work
with God, and walk with God. Through
each lesson we learned that we use
our heart, mind, and imagination to
participate in the creative life of God,
the One who works wonders! The kids
and teachers had a fantastic time and
everyone was always eager to learn
more. We are all looking forward for
next year!
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Why Should I Send My
Child to Sunday School?

It helps children make friends.
This is perhaps the best, safest place
for a child to find a friend. It teaches
God-centered values,
which makes an ideal environment for
nurturing friendships that stand the
test of time.

It cultivates active participation in
church traditions.
The gospel is taught in creative, age-
appropriate ways so that children
develop a deeper understanding for
the Word of God and have fun at the
same time. One of our St. Uriel's was
able to answer religion questions in
public school as oppose to the other
child who did not know the answers.

It fosters a deeper relationship with
Christ.
Sunday school children learn the
message that God’s love is
unconditional; it’s their refuge and
solace when beset with troubles.
When our kids commit mistakes and
fall, they know they can rise again
because God’s love doesn’t falter. As
parents, there’s no greater comfort
than knowing our children paths are
rooted in God’s protection and favor.

Pictured: Evening session of the Acts
Bible Study Class



New Curriculum for
Youth Group
Coming This Fall
The Word of God is not reaching our
teens. In spite of our best attempts,
after Confirmation and Sunday School,
religious training for our youth ends.
After all, how can the Sunday Mass
possibly compete with the social
activities the world has to offer?

Confirmation, the very sacrament
intended to spiritually strengthen and
launch one’s mature faith journey ends
up being a graduation from their
religious formation. It is so sad. At the
very time our youth most need the
Word of God, they are effectively
abandoned. Outdated books and
watered down curriculum so often used

to reach teens simply don’t connect
with them.

Starting September 29, at our 6pm
Monday evening Youth Group
meetings, we will be starting the “Teen
Timeline” . The Teen Timeline—or T3
—is the teen version of the Great
Adventure Bible Timeline, which we
have been using at the adult level.

This is the youth Bible study that will
make the scriptures come alive for our
teens. It shows the “big picture” of
salvation history and relates it
practically and directly to the lives of
our youth. For the first time, our kids
have the opportunity to begin to wrap
their minds and hearts around the
Scriptures and see the Bible as a
relevant part of their lives.
We are really excited about this study.
Becky has been in conversation with

the youth coming to the Monday
evening youth group. They have
indicated an excitement in getting
started. This study will help our youth
to see the relevance of the Bible and
the importance of Christ in their lives.

There are 8 sessions which will take us
up to Christmas time. Again, we will
begin the study on September 29th: An
Introduction to the Bible. Any young
person in grades 6th through 12th is
encouraged to come each Monday
night. Feel free to contact Becky at
blatham2010@optonline.net or call
the office 732-449-6173 with any
questions.

Acts: Cond. from page 4

way when they are read within the
context of the Acts narrative.

If you have never taken a bible study
course before you will not be alone.
There are others who will be taking
this course as well. Sign up for either
the morning or night class.

Presently, we have over 30 people
registered for the course.

By taking this course wou will come to
discover:

• See how the Gospel witness spread outward in waves, from Jerusalem to
Judea and Samaria, and finally to the ends of the earth.

• Share with the early Christians the joys and struggles of living the life of
Christ, and learn how these apply to us today.

• See how the Holy Spirit guided the apostles into Truth.

• Observe the way the Spirit-filled Church adapted to new cultures when
proclaiming the Gospel.

• Watch the seeds of Church structure and authority take root, and see
how conflicts were resolved even at that early stage.

• See your place in Christ’s Church, and how you should live day-to-day as
a disciple of Christ.
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The Teen Timeline youth Bible study is

changing the way our teens learn Scripture.

Relevant, engaging, and effective, it lays a

foundation that lasts a life time.
Pictured: Brianne Gallina on
Mission Trip ministering to a local
child.



Barbara Pfeifer

Now that the initial adjustment period is
over the children of St. Uriel’s Pre-
School have settled into a fun and
learning program. Both the three and
four year olds have been working on
the letters of the alphabet and colors.
Each week we assign a letter and
color. The children are asked to wear
something that is the color of the week.

In the four year old program the

children are asked to bring in
something that starts with the letter
sound of the week and hide it in brown
bags. They then must give clues
to the class as to what is hidden in the
bag. They are not only learning
the sounds, but also reinforcing their
language skills. It is a fun time.

The three year old children have a
program called “Book Buddy”. Each
week the children bring to school a
book that has the letter of the week and
it is read to the class so that the
children can see and hear the letter.

At present our art is a learning
experience. The children are practicing
holding crayons and gluing with
brushes. Their fine motor skills need
practice which they will be getting
throughout the year. As well as art the

children love to dance and play,
developing their large motor skills.

Our dedicated staff continues to
provide a wonderful experience for the
children. They attend workshops to
enrich their own professional
development and bring to the program
new ideas.

During the month of October,
firefighters from the Sea Girt Fire
Department will visit St. Uriel’s and talk
to the children about fire safety. It has
been our pleasure to have parents and
grandparents read to our classes
during the school year. The children
always enjoy their visits.

219 Philadelphia and Third Avenue
Sea Girt, New Jersey 08750
Tel: 732.449.6173 Email: urielsg@optonline.net
http://www.urielsg.org/

St. Uriel's Pre-School

Becky Stinson

During the week of June 29, the youth
group went on a mission trip to
Manassas, Virginia. Our teens did a
Week of Hope which is a community
service based mission trip. This
mission trips provide opportunities for
our young people to serve needy
communities for Jesus Christ. They
afford a wonderful opportunity for the
kids to share the love of Christ with
others. This summer we had the
opportunity to embark on a week long
journey, where we worked with other
teenagers from many different parts of
the country.

Some of the service projects which we
embarked on were the building of
wheelchair accessible ramps,
modifying doorways, performing basic
home repairs and playing games with
elderly residents in an assisted living
home. Our theme this year was
REPAIR. Just like we will be repairing
things people need in their lives, Jesus
is there to repair our lives. It is
amazing time spent with the teens
while growing in Christ.

St. Uriel's
Sea Girt, NJ

Youth Summer Mission Trip


