PROPER 26
IN ORDINARY TIME

YEARA

Micah 3:5-12

A reading from the book of the prophet Micah

Micah foretells the sun going down and the days turning black
on the false prophets who seek to lead Israel astray.

Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets who lead my people
astray, who cry “Peace” when they have something to eat, but
declare war against him who puts nothing into their mouths.
Therefore it shall be night to you, without vision, and darkness
to you, without divination. The sun shall go down upon the
prophets, and the day shall be black over them; the seers shall be
disgraced, and the diviners put to shame; they shall all cover
their lips, for there is no answer from God. But as for me, [ am
filled with power, with the Spirit of the Lord, and with justice
and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression and to Israel his
sin. Hear this, you heads of the house of Jacob and rulers of the
house of Israel, who abhor justice and pervert all equity, who
build Zion with blood and Jerusalem with wrong. Its heads give
judgment for a bribe, its priests teach for hire, its prophets divine
for money; yet they lean upon the Lord and say, “Is not the Lord
in the midst of us? No evil shall come upon us.” Therefore



because of you Zion shall be plowed as a field; Jerusalem shall
become a heap of ruins, and the mountain of the house a wooded
height.

The Word of the Lord.

Psalm 43 [page 644]

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians

We were eager to hand over to you not only the good news
but our lives as well.

You remember our labor and toil, brethren; we worked night and
day, that we might not burden any of you, while we preached to
you the gospel of God. You remember our labor and toil,
brethren; we worked night and day, that we might not burden
any of you, while we preached to you the gospel of God. You
are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and
blameless was our behavior to you believers; for you know how,
like a father with his children, we exhorted each one of you and
encouraged you and charged you to lead a life worthy of God,
who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. And we also
thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word
of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word
of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at
work in you believers.

The Word of the Lord.

Proper 26[31]: Year A 2



Matthew 23:1-12

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life,
you have the words of everlasting life.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

The = Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew

They do not practice what they preach.

Jesus said to the crowds and to His disciples, “The scribes and
the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; so practice and observe
whatever they tell you, but not what they do; for they preach, but
do not practice. They bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay
them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move
them with their finger. They do all their deeds to be seen by
men; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes
long, and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats
in the synagogues, and salutations in the market places, and
being called rabbi by men. But you are not to be called rabbi,
for you have one teacher, and you are all brethren. And call no
man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in
heaven. Neither be called masters, for you have one master, the
Christ. He who is greatest among you shall be your servant;
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles
himself will be exalted.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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