
Fifth Week in Lent: Year 2 1 

 
MONDAY OF THE FIFTH 

WEEK IN LENT 
 

March 29 – April4 
 

Susanna (1-9,15-29) 34-62  (Apocrypha)            (In some Bibles, Daniel)   
 

A reading from Susanna 
  

Be aware of death, since we know not the hour when it comes. 
 

(Long Form)  [There was a man living in Babylon whose name was 

Joakim.  And he took a wife named Susanna, the daughter of 

Hilkiah, a very beautiful woman and one who feared the Lord.  Her 

parents were righteous and had taught their daughter according to 

the law of Moses.  Joakim was very rich, and had a spacious 

garden adjoining his house; and the Jews used to come to him 

because he was the most honored of them all.  In that year two 

elders from the people were appointed as judges.  Concerning them 

the Lord had said: “Iniquity came forth from Babylon, from elders 

who were judges, who were supposed to govern the people.”  

These men were frequently at Joakim’s house, and all who had 

suits at law came to them.  When the people departed at noon, 

Susanna would go into her husband’s garden to walk.  The two 

elders used to see her every day, going in and walking about, and 

they began to desire her.  And they perverted their minds and 

turned away their eyes from looking to Heaven or remembering 

righteous judgments.  Once, while they were watching for an 

opportune day, she went in as before with only two maids, and 

wished to bathe in the garden, for it was very hot.  And no one was 

there except the two elders, who had hid themselves and were 

watching her.  She said to her maids, “Bring me oil and ointments, 

and shut the garden doors so that I may bathe.”  They did as she 

said, shut the garden doors, and went out by the side doors to bring 

what they had been commanded; and they did not see the elders, 

because they were hidden.  When the maids had gone out, the two 

elders rose and ran to her, and said: “Look, the garden doors are 
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shut, no one sees us, and we are in love with you; so give us your 

consent, and lie with us.  If you refuse, we will testify against you 

that a young man was with you, and this was why you sent your 

maids away.”  Susanna sighed deeply, and said, “I am hemmed in 

on every side.  For if I do this thing, it is death for me; and if I do 

not, I shall not escape your hands.  I choose not to do it and to fall 

into your hands, rather than to sin in the sight of the Lord.”  Then 

Susanna cried out with a loud voice, and the two elders shouted 

against her.  And one of them ran and opened the garden doors.  

When the household servants heard the shouting in the garden, 

they rushed in at the side door to see what had happened to her.  

And when the elders told their tale, the servants were greatly 

ashamed, for nothing like this had ever been said about Susanna.  

The next day, when the people gathered at the house of her 

husband Joakim, the two elders came, full of their wicked plot to 

have Susanna put to death.  They said before the people, “Send for 

Susanna, the daughter of Hilkiah, who is the wife of Joakim.”  

Then the two elders stood up in the midst of the people, and laid 

their hands upon her head.  And she, weeping, looked up toward 

heaven, for her heart trusted in the Lord.  The elders said, “As we 

were walking in the garden alone, this woman came in with two 

maids, shut the garden doors, and dismissed the maids.  Then a 

young man, who had been hidden, came to her and lay with her.  

We were in a corner of the garden, and when we saw this 

wickedness we ran to them.  We saw them embracing, but we 

could not hold the man, for he was too strong for us, and he opened 

the doors and dashed out.  So, we seized this woman and asked her 

who this young man was, but she would not tell us.  These things 

we testify.”]   

 
(Short Form) 
 

The assembly believed the elders of the people and judges; and 

they condemned Susanna to death.  Then Susanna cried out with a 

loud voice, and said, “O eternal God, who dost discern what is 

secret, who art aware of all things before they come to be, thou 
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knowest that these men have borne false witness against me.  And 

now I am to die!  Yet I have done none of the things that they have 

wickedly invented against me!”  The Lord heard her cry.  And as 

she was being led away to be put to death, God aroused the holy 

spirit of a young lad named Daniel; and he cried with a loud voice, 

“I am innocent of the blood of this woman.”  All the people turned 

to him, and said, “What is this that you have said?”  Taking his 

stand in the midst of them, he said, “Are you such fools, you sons 

of Israel?  Have you condemned a daughter of Israel without 

examination and without learning the facts?  Return to the place of 

judgment.  For these men have borne false witness against her.”  

Then all the people returned in haste.  And the elders said to him, 

“Come, sit among us and inform us, for God has given you that 

right.”  And Daniel said to them, “Separate them far from each 

other, and I will examine them.”  When they were separated from 

each other, he summoned one of them and said to him, “You old 

relic of wicked days, your sins have now come home, which you 

have committed in the past, pronouncing unjust judgments, 

condemning the innocent and letting the guilty go free, though the 

Lord said, `Do not put to death an innocent and righteous person.’ 

Now then, if you really saw her, tell me this: Under what tree did 

you see them being intimate with each other?”  He answered, 

“Under a mastic tree.”  And Daniel said, “Very well!  You have 

lied against your own head, for the angel of God has received the 

sentence from God and will immediately cut you in two.”  Then he 

put him aside, and commanded them to bring the other.  And he 

said to him, “You offspring of Canaan and not of Judah, beauty has 

deceived you and lust has perverted your heart.  This is how you 

both have been dealing with the daughters of Israel, and they were 

intimate with you through fear; but a daughter of Judah would 

not endure your wickedness.  Now then, tell me: Under what tree 

did you catch them being intimate with each other?”  He answered, 

“Under an evergreen oak.”  And Daniel said to him, “Very well! 

You also have lied against your own head, for the angel of God is 

waiting with his sword to saw you in two, that he may destroy you 

both.”  Then all the assembly shouted loudly and blessed God, who 
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saves those who hope in him. And they rose against the two elders, 

for out of their own mouths Daniel had convicted them of bearing 

false witness; and they did to them as they had wickedly planned to 

do to their neighbor; acting in accordance with the law of Moses, 

they put them to death. Thus innocent blood was saved that day. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Psalm 23  [page 612] 
 
 

John 8:1-11 
 

I do not wish the sinner to die, says the Lord, 

but to turn to me and live. 
 

The  Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
 

If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be the first to throw a stone. 
 

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  Early in the morning He came 

again to the temple; all the people came to Him, and He sat down 

and taught them.  The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman 

who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst they 

said to Him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of 

adultery.  Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such. 

What do you say about her?”  This they said to test Him, that they 

might have some charge to bring against Him.  Jesus bent down 

and wrote with His finger on the ground.  And as they continued to 

ask Him, He stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without 

sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.”  And once more 

He bent down and wrote with His finger on the ground.  But when 

they heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the 

eldest, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before 

him.  Jesus looked up and said to her, “Woman, where are they?  

Has no one condemned you?”  She said, “No one, Lord.”  And 

Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and do not sin again.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
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John 8:12-20 
 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord: 

he who follows me will have the light of life. 
 

The  Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
 

I am the light of the world. 
 

Jesus said to the Jews, “I am the light of the world; he who follows 

me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  The 

Pharisees then said to Him, “You are bearing witness to yourself; 

your testimony is not true.”  Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear 

witness to myself, my testimony is true, for I know whence I have 

come and whither I am going, but you do not know whence I come 

or whither I am going.  You judge according to the flesh, I judge 

no one.  Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I 

alone that judge, but I and he who sent me.  In your law it is 

written that the testimony of two men is true; I bear witness to 

myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness to me.”  They 

said to Him therefore, “Where is your Father?”  Jesus answered, 

“You know neither me nor my Father; if you knew me, you would 

know my Father also.”  These words He spoke in the treasury, as 

He taught in the temple; but no one arrested Him, because His hour 

had not yet come. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

TUESDAY OF THE FIFTH 
WEEK IN LENT 

 

Numbers 21:4-9 
 

A reading from the book of Numbers 
 

Whoever looks at the fiery serpent shall live. 
  

From Mount Hor the people of Israel set out by the way to the Red 

Sea, to go around the land of Edom; and the people became 



Fifth Week in Lent: Year 2 6 

impatient on the way.  And the people spoke against God and 

against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in 

the wilderness?   For there is no food and no water, and we loathe 

this worthless food.” Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the 

people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died.  

And the people came to Moses, and said, “We have sinned, for we 

have spoken against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD, that 

he take away the serpents from us.”  So Moses prayed for the 

people.  And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set 

it on a pole; and every one who is bitten, when he sees it, shall 

live.”  So Moses made a bronze serpent, and set it on a pole; and if 

a serpent bit any man, he would look at the bronze serpent and 

live. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  

 

 
Psalm  102:15-22  [page 732]  
 

 

John 8:21-30 
 

Your words O Lord are spirit and life;  

you have the word of everlasting life. 
 

The  Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
 

When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he. 
 

Jesus said to the Pharisees, “I go away, and you will seek me and 

die in your sin; where I am going, you cannot come.”  Then said 

the Jews, “Will He kill Himself, since He says, ‘Where I am going, 

you cannot come’?”  He said to them, “You are from below, I am 

from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world.  I told 

you that you would die in your sins, for you will die in your sins 

unless you believe that I am he.”  They said to Him, “Who are 

you?”  Jesus said to them, “Even what I have told you from the 

beginning.  I have much to say about you and much to judge; but 

He who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have 
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heard from Him.” They did not understand that He spoke to them 

of the Father.  So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of 

man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing on my 

own authority but speak thus as the Father taught me.  And He who 

sent me is with me; He has not left me alone, for I always do what 

is pleasing to him.”  As He spoke thus, many believed in Him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

WEDNESDAY OF THE FIFTH 
WEEK IN LENT 

 

Daniel 3:14-20,24-28  
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Daniel 
 

He has sent his angel to rescue his servants. 
 

King Nebuchadnezzar said, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden 

image which I have set up?  Now if you are ready when you hear 

the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every 

kind of music, to fall down and worship the image which I have 

made, well and good; but if you do not worship, you shall 

immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace; and who is the 

god that will deliver you out of my hands?”  Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 

have no need to answer you in this matter.  If it be so, our God 

whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace; 

and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  But if not, be 

it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or 

worship the golden image which you have set up.”  Then 

Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the expression of his face 

was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  He 

ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was wont to be 

heated.  And he ordered certain mighty men of his army to bind 
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the 

burning fiery furnace.  Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished 

and rose up in haste.  He said to his counselors, “Did we not cast 

three men bound into the fire?”  They answered the king, “True, O 

king.”  He answered, “But I see four men loose, walking in the 

midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of 

the fourth is like a son of the gods.”  Then Nebuchadnezzar came 

near to the door of the burning fiery furnace and said, “Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come 

forth, and come here!”  Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

came out from the fire.  And the satraps, the prefects, the 

governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw 

that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; 

the hair of their heads was not singed, their mantles were not 

harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. Nebuchad- 

nezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who 

trusted in him, and set at nought the king’s command, and yielded 

up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their 

own God.” 

The Word of the Lord.  

 
 

Canticle 2 or 13  Benedictus es, Domine   [page 49]  or   [page 90]  
                Song of the Three Young Men 

 
 

 

John 8:31-42 
 

If you continue in my word, 

you are truly my disciples. 
 

The  Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
 

If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 
 

Jesus then said to the Jews who had believed in Him, “If you 

continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will 

know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”  They answered 
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Him, “We are descendants of Abraham, and have never been in 

bondage to any one.  How is it that you say, ‘You will be made 

free’?”  Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, every 

one who commits sin is a slave to sin.  The slave does not continue 

in the house for ever; the Son continues for ever.  So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed.  I know that you are 

descendants of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me, because my word 

finds no place in you.  I speak of what I have seen with my Father, 

and you do what you have heard from your father.”  They 

answered Him, “Abraham is our father.”  Jesus said to them, “If 

you were Abraham’s children, you would do what Abraham did, 

but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth 

which I heard from God; this is not what Abraham did.  You do 

what your father did.”  They said to Him, “We were not born of 

fornication; we have one Father, even God.”  Jesus said to them, 

“If God were your Father, you would love me, for I proceeded and 

came forth from God; I came not of my own accord, but He sent 

me.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

THURSDAY OF THE FIFTH 
WEEK IN LENT 

 

Genesis 17:1-8 
 

A reading from the book of Genesis 
 

He will be the father of a multitude of nations. 
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to 

Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and 

be blameless.  And I will make my covenant between me and you, 

and will multiply you exceedingly.”  Then Abram fell on his face; 

and God said to him, “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you 

shall be the father of a multitude of nations.  No longer shall your 

name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made 
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you the father of a multitude of nations.  I will make you 

exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings 

shall come forth from you.  And I will establish my covenant 

between me and you and your descendants after you throughout 

their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 

to your descendants after you.  And I will give to you, and to your 

descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of 

Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” 

 

The Word of the Lord.  
 

 

Psalm  105:4-11  [page 738]  

 

 

John 8:51-59 
 

I do not wish the sinner to die, says the Lord, 

but to turn to me and live. 
 

The  Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 

Your father, Abraham, rejoiced because he saw my day. 
 

Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he 

will never see death.”  The Jews said to Him, “Now we know that 

you have a demon.  Abraham died, as did the prophets; and 

you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’  Are 

you greater than our father Abraham, who died?  And the prophets 

died!  Who do you claim to be?”  Jesus answered, “If I 

glorify myself, my glory is nothing; it is my Father who glorifies 

me, of whom you say that he is your God.  But you have not 

known Him; I know Him.  If I said, I do not know Him, I should 

be a liar like you; but I do know Him and I keep His word.  Your 

father Abraham rejoiced that he was to see my day; he saw it and 

was glad.”  The Jews then said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years 

old, and have you seen Abraham?”  Jesus said to them, “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”  So, they took up 
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stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the 

temple. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

FRIDAY OF THE FIFTH 
WEEK IN LENT 

 

Jeremiah 20:7-13 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah 
 

The Lord is with me, a mighty hero. 
 

O LORD, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived; thou art 

stronger than I, and thou hast prevailed. I have become a 

laughingstock all the day; every one mocks me.  For whenever I 

speak, I cry out, I shout, “Violence and destruction!”  For the word 

of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision all day 

long.  If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his 

name,” there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my 

bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.  For I hear 

many whispering.  Terror is on every side!  “Denounce him!  Let 

us denounce him!” say all my familiar friends, watching for my 

fall. “Perhaps he will be deceived, then we can overcome him, and 

take our revenge on him.”  But the Lord is with me as a dread 

warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, they will not 

overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not 

succeed.  Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten.  O Lord of 

hosts, who triest the righteous, who seest the heart and the mind, 

let me see thy vengeance upon them, for to thee have I committed 

my cause. Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord!  For he has delivered 

the life of the needy from the hand of evildoers. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 
Psalm 18:1-7  [page 602]  
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John 10:31-42 

 

Believe the works, that you may know, 

that the Father is in me and I am in Him. 
 

The  Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
  

They wanted to arrest Him, but He eluded them. 
  

The Jews took up stones again to stone Jesus.  Jesus answered 

them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for 

which of these do you stone me?”  The Jews answered Him, “It is 

not for a good work that we stone you but for blasphemy; because 

you, being a man, make yourself God.”  Jesus answered them, “Is 

it not written in your law, ‘I said, you are gods’?  If he called them 

gods to whom the word of God came (and scripture cannot be 

broken), do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent 

into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the 

Son of God’?  If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do 

not believe me; but if I do them, even though you do not believe 

me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the 

Father is in me and I am in the Father.”  Again, they tried to arrest 

Him, but He escaped from their hands.  He went away again across 

the Jordan to the place where John at first baptized, and there He 

remained.  And many came to Him; and they said, “John did no 

sign, but everything that John said about this man was true.” And 

many believed in Him there. 
  

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
SATURDAY OF THE FIFTH 

WEEK IN LENT 
 

Ezekiel 37:21-28 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel 
 

I will make them into one nation. 
 

Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I will take the people of Israel 

from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather 
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them from all sides, and bring them to their own land; and I will 

make them one nation in the land, upon the mountains of Israel; 

and one king shall be king over them all; and they shall be no 

longer two nations, and no longer divided into two kingdoms.  

They shall not defile themselves any more with their idols and 

their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions; but I 

will save them from all the backslidings in which they have sinned, 

and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and I will be 

their God.  My servant David shall be king over them; and they 

shall all have one shepherd.  They shall follow my ordinances and 

be careful to observe my statutes.  They shall dwell in the land 

where your fathers dwelt that I gave to my servant Jacob; they and 

their children and their children’s children shall dwell there for 

ever; and David my servant shall be their prince for ever.  I will 

make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting 

covenant with them; and I will bless them and multiply them, and 

will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore.  My 

dwelling place shall be with them; and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people.  Then the nations will know that I the LORD 

sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary is in the midst of them for 

evermore.” 

The Word of the Lord.  
 

 

Psalm 85:1-7 [page 708]  
 

 

John 11:45-53 

 

God so loved the world that he gave us his only Son, 

that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 
 

The  Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
 

He gathered together in unity the scattered children of God. 
 

Many of the Jews who had come with Mary and had seen what 

Jesus did, believed in Him; but some of them went to the Pharisees 
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and told them what Jesus had done.  So, the chief priests and the 

Pharisees gathered the council, and said, “What are we to do?  For 

this man performs many signs.  If we let Him go on thus, everyone 

will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and destroy both 

our holy place and our nation.”  But one of them, Caiaphas, who 

was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all; 

you do not understand that it is expedient for you that one man 

should die for the people, and that the whole nation should not 

perish.”  He did not say this of his own accord, but being high 

priest that year he prophesied that Jesus should die for the nation, 

and not for the nation only, but to gather into one the children of 

God who are scattered abroad.  So, from that day on they took 

counsel how to put Him to death. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 


