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Pax Christi, 
Fr. Russell A, Griffin, SSC 
Rector

What joyous news awaited the women who went to the tomb of the Lord early that glorious Easter 
morning!  The Gospel tells us that the women were fearful, but overjoyed and ran to tell the disciples.  As a 
result of the women’s announcement, “He has risen!”, Christians throughout the world announce with great 
enthusiasm that Jesus Christ, who was crucified, is now raised from the dead.  The Easter liturgies, beginning 
with the Easter Vigil, is the day of days, the one which all the other Sundays throughout the year mirrors.  
This Easter is an opportunity for us to recommit yet again ourselves to our faith in Jesus Christ, to walk 
alongside Him on the way of salvation as His faithful disciples.  Following the season of Lent, a period of 
conversion, penance, and growth in prayer and charity, the world now hears our Alleluias for Easter joy.  
Having celebrated a good and joyful Lent, we now celebrate and live out a life that shouts to the world that 
Jesus is risen and is with us today.  He is not just out there somewhere!

How is Jesus Christ present among us today?  He lives among us in this our community gathered to 
celebrate the Eucharist.  He lives in the Gospel proclaimed by word and deed.  Through the Sacraments of 
the Church, He gathers disciples, heals the sick, reconciles sinners, and calls us to ministry.  Through the 
Church’s mission, it is the hand of Jesus that lifts up the poor, feeds the hungry, shelters the homeless, and 
visits the shut-ins.  In these and in other ministries, we give witness to the mystery of Jesus living among us.  
Indeed, we become Christ for the world.

This great Easter mystery requires a community that seeks to live out her baptismal covenant.  Every Sunday, 
the Church gathers at the altar in the celebration of the Eucharist, which is the source and summit of our life 
in Christ, making us one body in Him.  St. Augustine wrote, “The center is Christ who draws us to Him, who 
causes us to come out of ourselves to make of us one thing (one body) with Him.” (Confessions VII, 10).

By His resurrection from the dead our Savior, Jesus Christ, has conquered death and sin and everything that 
diminishes the grace of God in us and among us.  His resurrection is not just a fact of history to be retold at 
Easter.  It is a mystery to be lived everyday.  As Christians, we are just as moved by the presence of Jesus 
among us as those who saw Him on the first Easter morning. 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
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Palm Sunday  
March 25, 2018 

8:00am Mass with the Procession of Palms  
*10:00am Solemn High Mass with the 

Procession of Palms  
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  
in Holy Week  

March 26 – March 28, 2018  
9:30am Mass 
7:00pm Mass

Holy Thursday  
March 29, 2018 
9:30am Mass 

Start of the Easter Triduum

Maundy Thursday 
March 29, 2018

7:00pm Solemn High Mass  
Foot-washing, Stripping of the Altar 
Altar of Repose before the Blessed 

Sacrament 
 

Good Friday  
March 30, 2018 

12:00 Noon Stations of the Cross  
7:00pm Veneration of the Cross with  

Mass of the Pre-Sanctified 
 

THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL  
March 31, 2018 
5:00pm Saturday 

The First Mass of Easter
(Bring your Bells!)

The Easter Vigil will be celebrated on 
Saturday, March 31 at 5:00pm in a darkened 

Church.   
A wine and hors d’oeuvre reception will 

follow the Vigil. 
 

Easter Day  
April 1, 2018

9:30am Second Mass of Easter 
No 8:00am Mass

Easter Week 
April 2 - April 6, 2018 

9:30am Daily Mass

Confessions are available by contacting Fr. Griffin, 

*There will be music at the 8:00am Mass on Palm Sunday.  The normally scheduled 9:30am Mass will 
begin at 10am.   

Notice that on Easter Day there will be only ONE Mass, which will be celebrated at 9:30am       
Easter Sunday.

The parish community is very grateful for all the financial donations toward Easter flowers.  It would  
be most helpful if the Easter flower donations could be received in the parish office by Thursday,  
March 29, 2018.

We will need to purchase a new Paschal Candle.  This would make for a lovely memorial given to the 
glory of God.


