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Thoughts from 
the Rector
Ad Orientem 
You will find contained in this 
newsletter an article which Fr. 
Brian Burgess brought to my 
attention.  Fr. Burgess is the 
Rector of Christ Church 
Woodbury.  Like St. Uriel’s, 
Christ Church is a traditional 
Anglo-Catholic Parish.  

The article is in regard to 
Cardinal Robert Sarah, the 
Vatican’s liturgy chief, who has 
asked priests to begin 
celebrating Mass ad 
orientem, that is, facing 
eastward, rather than towards 
the congregation.  I found this 
article interesting since the 
priests at St. Uriel’s celebrate’s 
the Mass facing eastward.  

Celebrating the Mass “ad 
orientem” means that the 
Liturgy of the Word is 
celebrated facing the people. 
The Liturgy of the Word is 
where Jesus teaches His people 
through the reading of Sacred 
Scripture and priest’s homily. 
The Liturgy of the Eucharist, is 
celebrated with the priest and 
people facing the same 

direction.  During the Liturgy of 
the Eucharist, Christ offers 
Himself to the God the Father, 
through the priest who acts in 
persona Christi (in the person of 
Christ), accompanied by the lay 
faithful, who offer up their 
sacrifice of “praise and 

thanksgiving”, in union with the 
priest’s offering.  From her very 
beginning, St. Uriel's has been 
in keeping with the Church’s 
tradition of celebrating, ad 
orientem. 

So, what is the Church’s 
reasoning for this practice of 
facing east when celebrating 
the Mass?  The east is 
associated with the coming of 
Christ, using the image of the 

rising sun.  In Matthew 24:27 
Jesus says, “For as the lightning 
comes from the east and shines 
as far as the west, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man.”  
Christians pray facing the east 
because they await the Lord's 
coming - in the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist and in the Last 
Judgement.   

It was after Vatican II in the mid 
1960’s that the altars began to 
be pulled out from the walls 
and where the priest began to 
face the people.  To anyone 
born after the 1960’s the Mass 
being celebrated Ad Orientem 
may appear quite odd.  

People, not familiar with Ad 
Orientem, ask, “Why does the 
priest have his back to us?” and 
will add, “Aren’t the people 
being, excluded?”  The answer 
of course is, “No.”  The 
celebrant does not think of 
himself as turning his back to 
the people. 

(See Rector: Cond. on page 3) 
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Cardinal Sarah asks priests to 
start celebrating Mass facing east

Cardinal Robert Sarah, the Vatican’s liturgy chief, 
has asked priests to begin celebrating Mass ad 
orientem, that is, facing east rather than towards 
the congregation. 

The proposed reform is arguably the biggest 
liturgical announcement since Benedict XVI’s 2007 
motu proprio Summorum Pontificum gave greater 
freedom for priests to celebrate the Traditional 
Latin Mass. 

Speaking at the Sacra Liturgia conference in 
London on Tuesday, the Guinean cardinal, who is 
Prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship, 
addressed priests who were present, saying: “It is 
very important that we return as soon as possible 
to a common orientation, of priests and the faithful 
turned together in the same direction – eastwards 
or at least towards the apse – to the Lord who 
comes”. 

(See Cardinal Sarah: Cond. on page 4)

Since St. Uriel’s celebrates the Mass, 
facing eastward, this becomes a most 
interesting article.  Do you think if we 
wait long enough, the placement of St. 
Uriel’s altar will once again be the 
“norm”? - Fr. Russell A. Griffin, SSC

(Rector: Cond. from page 3)  
As Cardinal Sarah stated, “The liturgy is not about 
you and I.  It is not where we celebrate our own 
identity or achievements or exalt or promote our 
own culture and local religious customs.  The 
liturgy is first and foremost about God and what He 
has done for us.”  The celebrant is not there to call 
attention to himself.  He is not an actor.  He is a 
priest.  When at the altar, the celebrant does not 
point to himself, but beyond himself.  He does not 
write his own Eucharistic prayer, but rather prays 
the prayers offered by the universal Church. 

Fr. Aidan Nichols, a Dominican priest and 
theologian, wrote, “We need to rediscover a sense 
of wonder and awe in the liturgy that alone can 
shake us out of spiritual sleep and indifference.  At 
every celebration of the Mass, we enter into the 
mystery that is Christ Jesus manifested, not 
ourselves.”  What shapes St. Uriel’s as a Christian 
community is the Mass, not vice versa.  So, it is 
with the people, that the priest praises the Father 
through the Son in the unity of the Spirit, whom he, 
along with them, worships.  This worship is what 
takes place at every Mass, nothing less.
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(Cardinal Sarah: Continued from page 3) 
The cardinal continued: “I ask you to implement 
this practice wherever possible.”  He said that 
“prudence” and catechesis would be necessary, but 
told pastors to have “confidence that this is 
something good for the Church, something good 
for our people”. 

“Your own pastoral judgement will determine how 
and when this is possible, but perhaps beginning 
this on the first Sunday of Advent 
this year, when we attend ‘the 
Lord who will come’ and ‘who will 
not delay’.”  These words were 
met with prolonged applause in 
the conference hall. 

Cardinal Sarah had spoken on 
previous occasions about the 
merits of ad orientem worship, 
saying that from the Offertory 
onwards it was “essential that the 
priest and faithful look together 
towards the east”. 

But his specifying of the first Sunday of Advent – 
which falls this year on November 27 – gives a new 
urgency to his calls for this form of worship. 

Speaking after Cardinal Sarah, Bishop Dominique 
Rey of Fréjus-Toulon said that, although he was 
“only one bishop of one diocese”, he would 
celebrate Mass ad orientem at his cathedral, and 
would address a letter to his diocese encouraging 
his priests to do the same. 

In his talk, Cardinal Sarah also said that Pope 
Francis had asked him to begin a study of “the 
reform of the reform”, that is of adapting the 
liturgical reforms that followed the Second Vatican 
Council. The cardinal said the study would seek “to 
enrich the two forms of the Roman rite”. 

Cardinal Sarah said that much liturgical study had 
suggested that some post-conciliar reforms “may 

have been put together according to the spirit of 
the times” and “gone beyond” of the Fathers of 
Vatican II, in Sacrosanctum Concilium, the 
constitution on the liturgy. 

He said that some “very serious misinterpretations 
of the liturgy” had crept in, thanks to an attitude to 
the liturgy which placed man rather than God at the 
centre. 

“The liturgy is not about you and I,” 
Cardinal Sarah told the conference. “It is 
not where we celebrate our own identity 
or achievements or exalt or promote our 
own culture and local religious customs. 
The liturgy is first and foremost about 
God and what He has done for us.” 

The Cardinal quoted Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger: “Forgetting about God is the 
most imminent danger of our age.” 

Cardinal Sarah emphasised a 
“hermeneutic of continuity”, saying that 
it was necessary to implement 

Sacrosanctum Concilium fully: “The Fathers did not 
intend a revolution, but an evolution.” 

He made some specific observations, praising the 
Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham as an 
example of how the Church could be enriched by 
other traditions. 

In remarks which he did not have time to deliver, 
but which were later published on Sacra Liturgia’s 
Facebook page, the cardinal also encouraged 
kneeling at the consecration and for the reception 
of Communion. “Where kneeling and genuflection 
have disappeared from the liturgy, they need to be 
restored, in particular for our reception of our 
Blessed Lord in Holy Communion.” 

From the, Catholic Herald, Tuesday, July 5, 2016 

“The liturgy 
is not about 
you and I,”  
Cardinal 
Sarah

 Quote Author 

http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2016/07/05/cardinal-sarah-asks-priests-to-start-celebrating-mass-facing-east-this-advent/
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2016/07/05/cardinal-sarah-asks-priests-to-start-celebrating-mass-facing-east-this-advent/
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The Traditional Mass 
Brings Worshippers to 
St. Uriel’s - Faith 
Matters

The cardinal who heads the Office of Worship at 
the Vatican recently suggested that, when possible, 

priests should say Mass facing east with their back 
to the people. The Vatican then clarified that this 

directive was the cardinal's personal preference 
and not a change in liturgical practice. For the 

parishioners at St. Uriel the Archangel Church in 
Sea Girt, however, the priest is simply continuing 

what had been done for centuries before the 
Second Vatican Council -- except now in English. 

This church belongs to the Episcopal Diocese of 
New Jersey, which is Episcopalian, though St. 

Uriel's considers itself Anglo-Catholic. In an 
information pamphlet placed in the pew racks, 

they claim "to be a member of Christ's One Holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church which lives out this 

Faith within the Anglican tradition."  

For me, it was like being back in Holy Rosary in 

Jersey City when I was in my early grades. 

Before Mass, Rev. John-Michael Crothers, S.S.C., 

dressed in fiddle back green vestments and 
wearing a biretta trimmed with red, was 

surrounded by a deacon, two adult male acolytes 

dressed in cassock and surplice, and two girl altar 
servers with red cassocks. They walked up the main 

aisle and, for most of the Mass, had their backs to 
the some 60 people gathered for the 9:30 a.m. 

High Mass. The Mass lasted a little over one hour 
and the Rector explained that in September it is 

longer.  

"We have incense and a full choir and we sing 

most of the Mass," said Rev. Russell A. Griffin, 
S.S.C., who grew up in Sea Girt. We spoke by 

telephone from Avalon, a southern N.J. shore 
community, where he is covering a summer chapel 

for the diocese. 

This style of worship is one of the reasons Marjory 

Hopper continues a family tradition started by her 
grandparents in the early 1920's. "I would not want 

to go anywhere else," said Hopper, a member of 
the vestry, the church's governing board, the choir 

and the altar guild. She commutes from Brielle, two 
towns over, and is joined by people who come 

from as far as East Brunswick, Manalapan and 
Marlboro. 

(See Traditional Mass: Cond. on page 6)

While I was on vacation in Avalon, I received a telephone call from a reporter at the Star Ledger.  He indicated that he 
was interested in doing an article on St. Uriel’s.  My initial response was, “Why us?”  Perhaps it has something to do 
with St. Uriel’s traditional celebration of the Eucharist, and the article that was published in the Catholic Herald 
regarding ad orientem.  As it turns out, the reporter was Fr. Alexander Santora, a Roman Catholic priest and Pastor of 
the Church of Our Lady Grace and St. Joseph who writes religious articles for the Star Ledger.  Below is the article 
written by Fr. Santora.  Online article:  Traditional Mass Brings Worshippers to St. Uriel’s

http://www.nj.com/hudson/index.ssf/2016/08/_faith_matters.html
http://www.nj.com/hudson/index.ssf/2016/08/_faith_matters.html
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(Traditional Mass: Cond)  

Helen, who did not give her last name, drives from 
Brick and said, "It's a high church and I like high 

liturgy."  She was leaving the 8 a.m. service. Sister 
Joan Knipple, an Anglican nun, was driven from 

Whiting to attend. Sister Knipple, an 86-year-old 
Newark native who has been a nun for 65 years, 

belongs to a community called Solitary of the 
Sacred Cross and lives alone, as she said is the 

custom of this order of nuns. She spent most of 
religious life as a nurse.  

"I feel closer to the Lord (at church) and have great 
peace of mind," she said. 

And that seemed to speak for the mostly senior 
citizens at Mass. There was one teenage girl and 
one little girl with her mother. People were friendly 
to each other and welcoming to me, there for the 
first time. As the Mass moved from the Liturgy of 
the Word to the Eucharist, they exchange the Sign 
of Peace at that break, with the familiarity of people 
who obviously knew each other. 

What I did not find was the acrimony that is causing 
splits in the Episcopal Church in the U.S., which is 
more progressive that many of the national churches 
in their federation under the Archbishop of 

Canterbury. Many traditional congregations left their 
U.S. diocese over issues of women's ordination, 
same-sex blessings and liturgical innovations. St. 
Uriel's seems comfortable in their own skin, though 
their numbers are far below what they had in the 
1950's and 60's, said Griffin. Their buildings and 
grounds are impeccable, like all of Sea Girt. The 
parishioners are very generous and sustain the 
church financially, and the church is also helped by a 
trust fund of sorts that will last a few more years. 

They run a licensed, preschool program that can 
accommodate up to 27 children. They also have an 
outdoor columbarium next to the church's entrance 
where they can entomb ashes or cremains of former 
parishioners and people affiliated with the church. 

But, even with all these features, it's their style of 
worship that brings people back week after week.  

"They come and pray and it's just wonderful that 
they are the Lord's family," said Glenn Miller, the 
senior warden. Sister Knipple, who's had some 
health issues and uses a walker, said, "My days can 
be difficult, but when I come to church, they (the 
difficulties) are left at the door." 

Santora is the pastor of The Church of Our Lady of Grace & St. 
Joseph, 400 Willow Ave., Hoboken, 07030, fax (201)659-5833, 
email padrealex@yahoo.com; twitter @padrehoboken

Vestry Report At the July vestry meeting, we had some very encouraging financial reports by our 
Treasurer, Peter Barnett.  Peter reported that giving by the parishioners for this 
year is well above the giving compared to this time last year.  Peter also reported 
that expenses are significantly lower this year compared to this time last year.  One 
of the reasons for our lower expenses has come about from the energy saving 
projects which we have recently instituted.  Last fall, through the NJ Energy 
Program, we had all of our lights throughout the Church plant changed over to 
LED lighting.  Also, all the air conditioners and furnaces were outfitted with energy 
efficient upgrades.  At the same time, we have been replacing around the Church, 
many of the old windows with new top of the line energy saving windows.  There 
are still more windows to be replaced, but that will continue in the fall.  We will 
begin to see greater savings now that we have completed the installation of the 
new siding and new energy saving windows in the Rectory.  Throughout the 
Church, we have recently begun to replace many of the the old exterior doors.
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Daughters of the King

Ministry to the 
Homeless 
In August, St. Uriel's again worked Family 
Promise which is based at the First Baptist 
Church in Manasquan.

Family Promise 
What is Family Promise?  First, 
Family Promise is nationwide.  
Most Americans today are only 
two or three paychecks from 
becoming homeless.  There is 
no stereotypical homeless 
person.  There are children right 

in our local communities here in 
Monmouth County that are 
homeless. 

Family Promise assists families 
with children who are 
experiencing temporary 
homelessness to get back on 
their feet. Family Promise of 
Monmouth County isn't a 
traditional shelter, and it's the 
only place in the county for 

homeless 
families to 
go if they 
want to stay 
together. 

It started in 
1986 when 
Karen Olson 
in Summit, 
N.J. realized 
that giving 
sandwiches 
to the 
homeless 
wasn't 
enough. 

Homeless families need help 
with housing and employment, 
not a handout.  So she founded 
Family Promise, which spread 
across the country.  Family 

Promise of Monmouth County 
(FPMC) began in 2001. 

From Homelessness to 
Independence FPMC is a 
unique 90-day intensive solution 
to the problem of temporary 
homelessness. A case manager 
at the Day Center works with 
the guests during the day, then 
they spend the night in a church 
or temple.  Caring volunteers 
provide meals and shelter.  
FPMC transports the guests to 
school and job interviews.  This 
program has a great success 
rate.  More than eight out of ten 
families graduate into 
permanent housing.  FPMC 
works very closely with families 
to solve problems so they 
become self-sufficient. 

Presently, St. Uriel's has 4 teams 
of parishioners who have 
offered to volunteer in this 
ministry.  Two of these teams 
include the Daughters of the 
King and the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew.
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On this year's mission trip, members of our youth group came 
together with other youth groups from over 20+ States to serve 
the needy in Reading, PA.   There were 65 teams comprising of 
5 to 6 teens along with an adult  advisors.  All the "residences" 
homes that we worked on were military veterans. 

One of the great opportunities of these mission trips are the 
lasting friendships which are made by these young people.  It is 
so gratifying to see that in six short days, hundreds of teenagers 
from youth groups across the country repair and transform 
homes while growing closer to Jesus. 

From June 26 through Saturday, July 2 members of the St. 
Uriel’s Youth Group ventured to Reading, PA on a work mission trip.  The evening worship was great!  The 
teams were amazing and best of all, the accommodations for this trip were the best ever!  Ask any adult who 
has ever served on a mission trip.  A special debt of appreciate to Wendy Knipple who accompanied me as a 
youth advisor on this trip.  Also, a special debt of thanks goes to Moran's Paints in Manasquan and Eric Bennett 
who supplied us with many of the required tools need for our trip.   

I want to thank all those who supported our kids in this mission trip. If you bought a Porkroll, egg and cheese 
sandwich; you supported our kids in the Mission Trip.  If you support any of the fundraisers sponsored by the 
youth group, you supported this Mission trip.  

Rectory 
Makeover

In keeping with our attempt to cut energy costs, 
and the maintaining of the Church grounds, the 
Rectory had a major exterior renovation.  All of 
the windows in the rectory, most of which were 
almost 50 years old have been replaced.  Along 
with the replacing of the old windows, new 
exterior doors have also been installed.  This, in 
and of itself, will dramatically cut our energy 
costs.   

Along with the new doors and windows, the 
Rectory also was completely resided.  This was 
necessary since the exterior of the house was in 
terrible shape.  The new siding will also increase 
the R-value (thermal efficiency), which will again, 
cut energy costs.  The other plus side of siding 
the Rectory is that it was drastically lower our 
maintenance costs 

Youth Mission Trip
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I am very pleased and excited 
to announce the hiring and the 
call of Thomas Szczerba as our 
new director of Youth and 
Family Ministries here at St. 
Uriel's.  I have had the 
opportunity to meet with 
Thomas on several meetinigs.  
He has been made well aware 
of the parish's tradition and 
Anglo-Catholic tradition.  You 
may have actually met Thomas 
in that he has been to Mass 
several times this summer 
including the parish picnic.  It 
was my hope that Thomas have 
a clear picture on the spiritual 
life of St. Uriel's.  He obviously 
is very happy to to accept our 
request to join our parish staff. 

At the July Vestry meeting, 
Thomas had the opportunity to 
meet with the Vestry.  At the 
conclusion of the Vestry 
meeting, in closed session, the 

vestry was most impressed 
with his maturity.  They 
noted how when asked a 
question, he would look you 
in the eye and answer 
questions both directly and 
with a sense of confidence.  

Thomas, as he likes to be 
called, graduated from Rider 

University in May of this year 
with a degree in Secondary 
Education and History.  
Presently, Thomas is discerning 
a possible call to the 
priesthood.  He has indicated to 
me that he would like a position 
that would both incorporate his 
discernment for the priesthood 
while giving him the opportunity 
to work with young people. 
With his degree in Secondary 
Education and discerning his 
call the the priesthood, I believe 
that Thomas is well suited to 
take on the responsibility of our 
Youth and Family Ministry 
program here at St. Uriel's. 

But there is still more.  Thomas 
has had many experiences in 
youth ministry within his home 
parish as well as working in 
youth ministry on the diocesan 
level.  He has served on the 

diocesan youth council.  He has 
also participated on many 
diocesan youth events such as 
the Bishop's Ball, spring and fall 
youth events, and Cathedral 
Lock-Ins.  Presently, he is a 
current member of the young 
adult council.  He is also an 
adult advisor to the diocese's  
youth council.   
Thomas will be able to provide 
a strong spiritual influence in 
the lives of the youth in the 
parish. He continues to maintain 
life long relationships with 
fellow youth members from his 
home parish and the diocese.  It 
is now Thomas' prayer and 
desire to continue in growing 
within the life of our young 
people at St. Uriel’s, a living 
relationship with the Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

I pray that the parents and 
youth of our parish will take 
advantage of this opportunity 
for spiritual growth in our 
blessed Lord. 

When you see him, please be 
sure to introduce yourselves to 
him and welcome him into our 
parish community.

Thomas Szczerba  
New Director of Youth and 
Family Ministries
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Summer Fun

Pictured Upper Left: Parish Picnic sponsored by the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
Pictured Lower Left:  Brianne Gallina and Kevin 
Hoffman.  This year’s recipient of the Fr. John Moser 
Scholarship for $1,000,  Brianne will be attending 
Rider College and Kevin will be attending the 
Pennsylvania College of Technology. 
Pictured upper Right: Annual parish trip to a 
BlueClaws game.

Baby Bottle Outreach:  For the past several years, on Mothers’ Day we 
pass out empty baby bottles which are collected on Fathers’ Day.  
Parishioners who participate put their loose change in the bottles and 

then the proceeds are given to Solutions Pregnancy Center.  Each year we raise about $600 - $800 in coins.  This 
year, through all the participation of local Churches and local business, Solutions raised over $47,000! 

Madonna House:  Madonna House has been one of St. Uriel’s outreach ministries for a number of years now.  
Madonna House serves children ranging from those who are homeless to children of families faced with 
temporary financial difficulty.  3,000 to 5,000 people are helped by Madonna House.  Last spring Rebecca 
Blonski, the founder of Madonna House spoke at the Sunday Masses and Adult Forum.   The prayers of 
Madonna House were answered when a generous donor paid off the $130,000 mortgage.  Thanks and praise be 
to Jesus Christ.

Outreach Updates
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Other Summer News

Pictured Upper Left: Recovery crews continue to work 
on homes still damaged from Hurricane Sandy.  As in 
past summers, St. Uriel’s continues to house these work 
crews which travel from many different part of the 
country.   

Pictured Lower Left:  We are beginning the second 
phase of our renovation of the new handicapped 
entrance which will be located on the Philadelphia 

Boulevard side of the Church.  A year ago, we finished the first phase which was the renovation of the bathrooms.  
The second phase will be the installation of the new handicap ramp (pictured above).  This ramp is being donated 
by a very generous parishioner who presently attends St. Mark’s Roman Catholic Church.  We are planning to 
install an automatic door that can be opened with the push of a button by a person in a wheel chair.  The third 
phase, which will follow very quickly, will be to replace the two steps by the sacristy.  The steps will be replaced 
by flooring that will serve as a ramp.  Once this phase is completed, the old ramp, that would never pass code 
today, will then be dismantled. 

Pictured upper Right: This spring, Fr. Russ was inducted as an Associate member of the religious Community of St. John the 
Baptist.  Those who attended the Mass were Marjory Hopper, Pamela Gallamore, Karen Cavagnaro, and Joe Mahon.  The 
Sisters of the Community of St. John the Baptist have had a long and close working relationship with St. Uriel’s.  Back in the 
’50’s and ’60’s, the Sisters would lead our summer Vacation Bible School.  For many years, the Sisters also ran a boarding 
school for girls.  Both Marjory Hopper and her sister Jane Hanson attended and graduated from the school.
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The Prophets: 
Messengers of  
God’s Mercy
Dates:   September 28 - December 7 
Place:    St. Uriel's 
Times:   Morning Session Wednesdays, 10:30am  
                  Evening Session, 7:00pm 
Cost:    $30 
Registration:   Registration on Online  
                         Parish Office 732-449-6173 or 
               Sign-up List in Hulbert Hall

If we consider that God is the Divine Bridegroom 
and the Church is his Bride, then the prophets can 
be seen as "spiritual 
marriage counselors."  They 
afflict the comfortable and 
comfort the afflicted, calling 
us to return to our covenant 
relationship with God.  They 
urge us to repentance, warn 
us of the dangers of sin, and 
announce the blessings of 
faithfulness.  Their prophetic 
words speak to us even 
today, as they draw us 
closer to our heavenly 
Bridegroom. 

Join St. Uriel's for this Great 
Adventure study on the 
prophets, presented by 
Thomas Smith!  Each week, 
you will come to know a 
prophet from Scripture and learn how his 
message sheds light on our faith and our lives.  In 

getting to know these messengers of God, you 
will read Scripture and the Catechism, while 

answering thought   
provoking questions and 
powerful reflections.  
Plus, you will learn 
practical ways to apply 
the messages of the 
prophets in your own life. 

A study on the prophets 
has been one of the most 
requested programs from 
The Great Adventure.  
Like A Quick Journey and 
The Bible Timeline which 
we offered at St. Uriel's a 
few years ago, The 
Prophets: Messengers of 
God's Mercy places the 
Old Testament prophets 
in context of salvation 

history, making their personalities and contexts 
easy to follow, understand, and relate to our lives.


