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Easter Pastoral Letter 2017 

“Did not our hearts burn within us… 
The Lord has risen indeed…”  (Lk. 24: 32 & 34) 

During these past 40 days of Lent, the Church called on us to deeper intense prayer, 
penance and charity.  This was not a forced imposition attempting to make our lives 
miserable.  Rather, it was an invitation to transformation.  It was a challenge to change, to 
improve ourselves in order that we may be truly worthy to meet and enjoy the glorious 
Feast of our Lord’s Holy Resurrection at Easter. 

In the Scriptures we learn that just prior to that first glorious Easter Morning, there were 
betrayals, loneliness, suffering, passion and death.  Faith was displaced by fear and 
sadness in the disciples and the friends of Christ.  Their hope had been buried in the tomb 
with Christ.  The last act of love was the weeping women carrying the ointment. 

A favorite Resurrection Gospel passage is the event of Emmaus which we heard read on 
the Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday).  It is here that we are presented with 
two disheartened disciples, Cleopas and Luke, talking sadly along the way about Jesus’ 
passion and death.  Unknown to them, our Lord joins them on the road and explains all 
those things that had to happen.  Later at the meal, after “the breaking of the bread”, the 
two disciples recognized the Risen Jesus, and as the Gospel tells us, “Did not our hearts 
burn within us while He talked to us on the road, while He opened to us the Scriptures?”  
They then rush back to meet the other disciples and are greeted with the joyous news, 
“The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon!”.”  (Lk. 24: 32 & 34) 

During this period of Lent, our Easter preparation, the Church led us gradually to these 
astonishing Gospel passages announcing the Resurrection of our Lord, God and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  And every time we hear this “good news” our hearts should burn inside us as 
we marvel at all these things that were done for our salvation.  We cannot be silent 
anymore.  We cannot just whisper it.  We have to shout it out that, “Christ is risen; the Lord 
is risen indeed!” 

The Resurrection of Christ is the greatest proof of God’s love for us.  With the disciples, we 
too realize that there is no Resurrection without the Cross.  Jesus had to suffer to bring us 
life.  Christ’s victory over death is our victory also because we have been baptized into His 
death and shall rise with Him in glory.  We live according to Christ’s Gospel anticipating His 
blessings and eternal life. 

Faith in the Resurrection leads to life.  Our faith in Easter goes beyond the tomb.  Yes, we 
kiss the burial shroud with tears in our eyes.  These tears are transformed into gladness 
because our faith is in the Risen Christ.  Our Lord lives.  

Pax Christi, 
Fr. Russell A. Griffin, SSC (Rector) 



Palm Sunday  
April 9, 2017 

8:00am Mass with the Procession of Palms 
*10:00am Solemn High Mass with the Procession of Palms 

 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday in Holy Week  

April 10  – April 12, 2017 
9:30am Mass  
7:00pm Mass 

Holy Thursday 
April 13, 2017 
9:30am Mass  

Start	of	the	Easter	Triduum	
Maundy Thursday 

April 13, 2017 
7:00pm Solemn High Mass  

Foot-washing, Stripping of the Altar 
Altar of Repose before the Blessed Sacrament 

 
Good Friday  
April 14, 2017 

12:00 Noon Stations of the Cross 
7:00pm Veneration of the Cross with 

Mass of the Pre-Sanctified 
 

THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL  
April 15, 2017 

5:00pm Saturday 
The First Mass of Easter 

The	Easter	Vigil	will	be	celebrated	on	Saturday,	April	15	at	5:00pm	in	a	darkened	
Church.		  

A	wine	and	hors	d’oeuvre	recep<on	will	follow	the	Vigil.  
 

Easter Day 
April 16, 2017 

9:30am	Second	Mass	of	Easter  
No	8:00am	Mass	

Easter Week	
April 17-21, 2017 

9:30am Daily Mass 

Confessions are available by contacting Fr. Griffin, SSC  

*There will be music at the 8:00am Mass on Palm Sunday.  The normally scheduled 9:30am 
Mass will, on Palm Sunday, begin at 10am.    

Notice that on Easter Day there will be only ONE Mass, which will be celebrated at 9:30am 
Easter Sunday. 

The parish community is very grateful for all the financial donations toward Easter the flowers.  It 
would be most helpful if the Easter flower donations could be received in the parish office by 
Thursday, April 7, 2017.


