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 A few years ago, I had the opportunity to visit Nazareth in Galilee. 
While there, I was blessed to spend a very short time in prayer at the 
Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation.  This Church stands over 
the stream where our Blessed Lady would daily collect water for her family 
and for the household chores.  This site is called “Mary’s Well.” 

Not too far from Mary’s Well is the Basilica of the Annunciation, built over 
the dwelling of Mary’s home. In the basilica is the inscription, Verbum Caro 
hic Factum est, “Here the Word became flesh.”  It is a constant reminder that 
on this site the angel appeared to Mary and said, “Hail, O favored one, the 
Lord is with you” (Luke 1:27).  Mary’s response to the angel’s 
announcement would forever change the world. In her “Yes,” in her Fiat, in 
her  “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word” (Luke 1:38), the author of Life entered into our world. 

Unlike Mary, Eve in the book of Genesis grasped at the fruit of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  In this act of disobedience, Eve 
made the claim that she would be the criterion of right and wrong.  Her 
will determined the nature of what is good and just.  Every one of our 
spiritual and moral problems ow from this primordial sin. 

Unlike Eve, Mary despite her fears and uncertainty over how this 
promise from the angel could be fulfilled, nonetheless answered, “Yes.” 
She never asked the question, “Why?” but instead, “How shall this be?” 
(Luke 1:34). Mary’s response is an openness to life, to the Author of Life. 
the Church Fathers saw Mary as the “New Eve,” the new mother of all 
the living. It has been said that the angel’s “Ave” reversed “Eva.” 

Sadly, in our culture today, it is rare to hear the obedient words of our 
Blessed Lady.  Instead, we hear the disobedient cry of Eve.  It is not a cry of 
submission and obedience to God. It is the voice of a culture that cries out 



not “Let it be done unto me according to your will” but rather decrees, “I 
am the center of my life, because my life is all about me.  My ego sets the 
course of my life.” 

St. John Paul II, in his encyclical Evangelium Vitae (1995) writes, 
“Today we too find ourselves in the midst of a dramatic conflict between 
the ‘culture of death’ and the ‘culture of life’.  But the glory of the Cross is 
not overcome by this darkness; rather, it shines forth ever more radiantly 
and brightly, and is revealed as the centre, meaning and goal of all history 
and of every human life.” (Chapter 2, 50.) 

These are the words of the Church, of the Catholic Faith, which 
always speaks for life, not death.  Mary, in her obedience to God and 
through her “yes,” chooses life.  She yields herself to the will of God.  These 
words of life are also echoed in the words of Jesus at the first Eucharist 
and by the priest at every Mass, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given 
for you.” “this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you...” 
God, who offered Himself on the Cross for the life of the world, now  
offers Himself in the Eucharistic Bread and Wine. 

Reflecting upon the Annunciation and Mary’s “Yes,” we are called to 
reflect on our own vocation.  When we live out the words of our blessed 
Lady in our lives, “Let it be done to me according to your will,” we offer 
ourselves to embrace God’s call, always being open to His will for us. 
St. John Paul II reminds us: “e one who accepted ‘Life’ in the name 
of all and for the sake of all was Mary, the Virgin Mother; she is thus most 
closely and personally associated with the Gospel of life.  Mary’s consent at 
the Annunciation and her motherhood stand at the very beginning of the 
mystery of life which Christ came to bestow on humanity (cf. Jn 10:10). 
Through her acceptance and loving care for the life of the Incarnate Word, 
human life has been rescued from condemnation to final and eternal 
death.” (Evangelium Vitae, Conclusion, 102.) 
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