
Third Week in Lent: Year 2  1 

MONDAY OF THE THIRD 
WEEK IN LENT 

 
March 16-21 

 
 

2 Kings 5:1-15b 
 

A reading from the second book of Kings 
 

There were many lepers in Israel, but none were made  
clean, except Naaman the Syrian. 

 

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great 

man with his master and in high favor, because by him the Lord 

had given victory to Syria.  He was a mighty man of valor, but he 

was a leper. Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a 

little maid from the land of Israel, and she waited on Naaman’s 

wife.  She said to her mistress, “Would that my lord were with the 

prophet who is in Samaria!  He would cure him of his leprosy.” So 

Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so spoke the maiden 

from the land of Israel.” And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and 

I will send a letter to the king of Israel.”  So, he went, taking with 

him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten 

festal garments.  And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, 

which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to 

you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.” 

And when the king of Israel read the letter, he rent his clothes and 

said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends 

word to me to cure a man of his leprosy?  Only consider and see 

how he is seeking a quarrel with me.”  But when Elisha the man of 

God heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, he sent to the 

king, saying, “Why have you rent your clothes?  Let him come 

now to me, that he may know that there is a prophet in Israel.”  So 

Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the door 

of Elisha’s house.  And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, 

“Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be 
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restored, and you shall be clean.”  But Naaman was angry, and 

went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he would surely come 

out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and 

wave his hand over the place, and cure the leper.  Are not Abana 

and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of 

Israel?  Could I not wash in them, and be clean?”  So, he turned 

and went away in a rage.  But his servants came near and said to 

him, “My father, if the prophet had commanded you to do some 

great thing, would you not have done it?  How much rather, then, 

when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”  So, he went down 

and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the 

word of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of 

a little child, and he was clean.  Then he returned to the man of 

God, he and all his company, and he came and stood before him; 

and he said, “Behold, I know that there is no God in all the earth 

but in Israel.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

Psalm 42 [page 643]  
 

 

Luke 4:23-30 
 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone;  

this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

The ✠ Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
 

Like Elijah and Elisha Jesus was not sent only to Israel. 
 

Jesus said to the people in the synagogue at Nazareth, “Doubtless 

you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself; what 

we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here also in your own 

country.’”  And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is 

acceptable in his own country.  But in truth, I tell you, there were 

many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was 

shut up three years and six months, when there came a great 
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famine over all the land; and Elijah was sent to none of them but 

only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a 

widow.  And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the 

prophet Elisha; and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman 

the Syrian.”  When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled 

with wrath.  And they rose up and put him out of the city, and led 

him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that they 

might throw him down headlong.  But passing through the midst of 

them he went away. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

TUESDAY OF THE THIRD WEEK IN LENT 
 

Song of the Three Young Men 2-4, 11-20a (Apocrypha) 

(In some Bibles, The Prayer of Azariah or Daniel 3:25-27, 34-43) 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Daniel 
 

We ask you to receive us with humble and contrite hearts. 
 

Azariah stood and offered this prayer; in the midst of the fire he 

opened his mouth and said: “Blessed art thou, O Lord, God of our 

fathers, and worthy of praise; and thy name is glorified for ever.  

For thou art just in all that thou hast done to us, and all thy works 

are true and thy ways are right, and all thy judgments are truth.  

For thy name’s sake do not give us up utterly, and do not break thy 

covenant, and do not withdraw thy mercy from us, for the sake of 

Abraham thy beloved and for the sake of Isaac thy servant and 

Israel thy holy one, to whom thou didst promise to make their 

descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as the sand on the 

shore of the sea.  For we, O Lord, have become fewer than any 

nation, and are brought low this day in all the world because of our 

sins.  And at this time there is no prince, or prophet, or leader, no 

burnt offering, or sacrifice, or oblation, or incense, no place to 

make an offering before thee or to find mercy.  Yet with a contrite 
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heart and a humble spirit may we be accepted, as though it were 

with burnt offerings of rams and bulls, and with tens of thousands 

of fat lambs; such may our sacrifice be in thy sight this day, and 

may we wholly follow thee, for there will be no shame for those 

who trust in thee.  And now with all our heart we follow thee, we 

fear thee and seek thy face.  Do not put us to shame, but deal with 

us in thy forbearance and in thy abundant mercy.  Deliver us in 

accordance with thy marvelous works, and give glory to thy name, 

O Lord!” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
 

 

Psalm 25:3-10 [page 614]  
 

 

 

Matthew 18:21-35 
 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, 

slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 

The ✠ Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to Matthew 
 

Unless each of you forgive your brother, the Father will not forgive you. 
 

Peter came up and said to Jesus, “Lord, how often shall my brother 

sin against me, and I forgive him?  As many as seven times?”  

Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy 

times seven.  Therefore, the kingdom of heaven may be compared 

to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants.  When he 

began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed him ten 

thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to 

be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 

payment to be made.  So the servant fell on his knees, imploring 

him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 

And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released him and 

forgave him the debt.  But that same servant, as he went out, came 
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upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; 

and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’  So, his 

fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you.’  He refused and went and put him in 

prison till he should pay the debt.  When his fellow servants saw 

what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went 

and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  Then his lord 

summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant!  I forgave 

you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you 

have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 

And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay 

all his debt.  So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of 

you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY OF THE THIRD 
WEEK IN LENT 

 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2,5-9 
 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 
 

Keep the commandments and your work will be complete. 
 

The words of Moses to all Israel: “And now, O Israel, give heed to 

the statutes and the ordinances which I teach you, and do them; 

that you may live, and go in and take possession of the land which 

the Lord, the God of your fathers, gives you. You shall not add to 

the word which I command you, nor take from it; that you may 

keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command 

you. Behold, I have taught you statutes and ordinances, as the LORD 

my God commanded me, that you should do them in the land 

which you are entering to take possession of it.  Keep them and do 

them; for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the 



Third Week in Lent: Year 2  6 

sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will 

say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 

For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the 

Lord our God is to us, whenever we call upon him?  And what 

great nation is there, that has statutes and ordinances so righteous 

as all this law which I set before you this day?  Only take heed, and 

keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things which your yes 

have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your 

life; make them known to your children and your children’s 

children.” 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

 
Psalm 78:1-6  [page 694]  
 

 

Matthew 5:17-19 
 

The commandments of the Lord are sure; 

they stand fast for ever and ever. 
 

The ✠ Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  

              according to Matthew 
 

The man who keeps and teaches the law will be called great. 
 

Jesus said to His disciples, “Think not that I have come to abolish 

the law and the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to 

fulfil them.  For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, 

not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is 

accomplished.  Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches men so, shall be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall 

be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
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THURSDAY OF THE THIRD 
WEEK IN LENT 

 

 

 

Jeremiah 7:23-28 

 

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah 
 

This is the nation that will not listen to the voice of the Lord God. 
 

Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “This command I 

gave them, ‘Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and you shall 

be my people; and walk in all the way that I command you, that it 

may be well with you.’  But they did not obey or incline their ear, 

but walked in their own counsels and the stubbornness of their evil 

hearts, and went backward and not forward.  From the day that 

your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have 

persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after 

day; yet they did not listen to me, or incline their ear, but stiffened 

their neck.  They did worse than their fathers.  So you shall speak 

all these words to them, but they will not listen to you.  You shall 

call to them, but they will not answer you.  And you shall say to 

them, ‘This is the nation that did not obey the voice of the LORD 

their God, and did not accept discipline; truth has perished; it is cut 

off from their lips.’” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  

  
 

 

Psalm 95:6-11  [page 725]  
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Luke 11:14-23 
 

Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; 

and the God of hosts will be with you. 
 

The ✠ Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
  

He who is not with me is against me. 
 

Jesus was casting out a demon that was dumb; when the demon 

had gone out, the dumb man spoke, and the people marveled.  But 

some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince 

of demons”; while others, to test Him, sought from Him a sign 

from heaven.  But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them, 

“Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided 

household falls.  And if Satan also is divided against himself, how 

will his kingdom stand?  For you say that I cast out demons by 

Beelzebul.  And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do 

your sons cast them out?  Therefore, they shall be your judges.  

But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the 

kingdom of God has come upon you.  When a strong man, fully 

armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace; but when 

one stronger than he assails him and overcomes him, he takes away 

his armor in which he trusted, and divides his spoil.  He who is not 

with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me 

scatters.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
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FRIDAY OF THE THIRD 
WEEK IN LENT 

 

Hosea 14:1-9 

 

A reading from the book of the prophet Hosea 
 

We will not say to the work of our hands: Our God. 
 

Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled 

because of your iniquity.  Take with you words and return to the 

LORD; say to him, “Take away all iniquity; accept that which is 

good and we will render the fruit of our lips.  Assyria shall not 

save us, we will not ride upon horses; and we will say no more, 

‘Our God,’ to the work of our hands.  In thee the orphan finds 

mercy.”  I will heal their faithlessness; I will love them freely, for 

my anger has turned from them. I will be as the dew to Israel; he 

shall blossom as the lily, he shall strike root as the poplar; his 

shoots shall spread out; his beauty shall be like the olive, and his 

fragrance like Lebanon. They shall return and dwell beneath my 

shadow, they shall flourish as a garden; they shall blossom as the 

vine, their fragrance shall be like the wine of Lebanon. O Ephraim, 

what have I to do with idols?  It is I who answer and look after 

you.  I am like an evergreen cypress, from me comes your fruit. 

Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever is 

discerning, let him know them; for the ways of the Lord are right, 

and the upright walk in them, but transgressors stumble in them. 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

 

 

Psalm  81:8-14   [page 704]  
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Mark 12:28-34  

 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
 

The ✠ Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
 

The Lord your God is one Lord and you shall love him. 
 

One of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one 

another, and seeing that Jesus answered them well, asked Him, 

“Which commandment is the first of all?”  Jesus answered, “The first 

is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one; and you shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’  The second is 

this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no other 

commandment greater than these.”  And the scribe said to Him, “You 

are right, Teacher; you have truly said that he is one, and there is no 

other but he; and to love him with all the heart, and with all the 

understanding, and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor 

as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and 

sacrifices.”  And when Jesus saw that He answered wisely, He said 

to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”  And after that 

no one dared to ask Him any question. 
  

The gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
SATURDAY OF THE THIRD 

WEEK IN LENT 
 

Hosea 6:1-6 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Hosea 
 

What I want is love, not sacrifice. 
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“Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn, that he may heal 

us; he has stricken, and he will bind us up.  After two days he will 

revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live 

before him.  Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; his 

going forth is sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the showers, 

as the spring rains that water the earth.”  What shall I do with you, 

O Ephraim?  What shall I do with you, O Judah?  Your love is like 

a morning cloud, like the dew that goes early away.  Therefore I 

have hewn them by the prophets, I have slain them by the words of 

my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light.  For I desire 

steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God, rather than 

burnt offerings.” 

The Word of the Lord.  
  

 

Psalm  51:15-20   [page 657]  
 

 

Luke 18:9-14 
 

Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 

but he who humbles himself will be exalted. 
  

The ✠ Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
  

The publican went home justified, not the Pharisee. 
  

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous and despised others: “Two men went up into the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The 

Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank thee 

that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 

even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all 

that I get.’  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 

lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 

merciful to me a sinner!’  I tell you, this man went down to his 

house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts 

himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be 

exalted.” 
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The gospel of the Lord. 


